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Semah
Semah is one of the main welve services of the cem rifuals which
are considered as religious practices by Alevi-Bektasi-Kizilbas adherents.
It can be described as a set of mystical and aesthetic
movements in rhythmic harmony performed by
semahcis (semah dancers), accompanied by
zakirs playing the saz (musical performers in cem rituals).

Semahs can be described as a set of mystical and aesthetic body movements in rhythmic
harmony. They constitute one of the twelve main services found in Cem rituals, religious prac-
fices performed by adherents of Alevi-Bektasi-Kizilbas, a belief system nourished by a variety
of beliefs and cultural sources. Alevism reached its maturity in Anatolia, Alevi Order has distin-
guished itself frorn mainstream Alevi belief system, with respect 1o its roofts, formation processes
and current cultural background. The Alevi belief system has been enhanced and cultivated
by a great variety of beliefs and cultures in the history of Anatolia.

Semah performers are known as semahcis and they are accompanied by devout musicians
playing the saz, a long-necked Iute. Various forms of Semah exist in Alevi communities across
the world, each with distinct musical characteristics and rythmic structures. One consistent
characteristic is the performance of the ritual by both men and women, side by side. Semah
rituals are founded upon the concept of unity with Hakk (God) as part of a natural cycle: peo-
ple come from Hakk and return to Hakk.

There are two forms of Semah: iceri Semahs (infemal semahs) are performed in Cems only
among adherents as part of the twelve services; Disan Semahs are performed independent
of services to promote Semah culture to younger generations. Semahs are the most crucial
means for the transmission of the Alevi tradition. All practices, traditional motifs and teachings
are passed on orally, and distinct genres of art and literature associated with the tradition con-
finue to thrive. In this way, Semahs play a crucial role in fostering and enriching the traditional
music culture of Alevis.

As bearers and practitioners of the semah fradition, Alevi cormmunities are existent all across
the world.

UNESCO accepts Semah as a vessel for the expression and manifestation of cultural heritage.
In this way Semah uses:

Oral fraditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage.

Performing arts in the fransmission of thetoric skills through songs recited by zakirs and prayers
uttered by the Dede (spiritual leader).

Social practices, rituals and festive events with regular semah performances in cem rituals.
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THE IDENTIFICATION AND DEFINITION OF THE ELEMENT OF SEMAH
Semah; originated from Ancient Mesopotamian word sema meaning heavens, forfune
and hearing. Semahs are the most effective instruments for the fransmission of Alevi fradi-
fions. Semah is one of the main twelve services of the cem rituals which are considered as
religious practices by Alevi adherents.

It is possible to encounter various kinds of semahs within Alevism, with different musical
characteristics and mythmic structures. The fact that there are variations in melodic and
lyrical structure of semahs with the same name is an evident sign of the richness in semah
culture. Centuries of oral fransmission of semahs from generation fo generation has eno-
bled a rich diversity within semah culture.

One of the main principles on which semahs are conceptualized is the unity with Hakk
which happens through a natural cycle. In this cycle, man comes from Hakk and goes
back to Hakk a cycle which resembles the circulation of celestial bodies in the universe.
However, man is the centre point of this circulation. Hakk is omnipresent and semah is the
way to reach Hakk.

Hand and body motions in semahs have symbolical meanings. For instance, the motion
in which one palm faces the sky while the other faces the earth is meant to say “You are
Hakk, we are the people, | come from You and hold your essence in me, | am not sepo-
rate from You" and “To take from Hakk and give to the community, to share”. The motion in
which palmis first face the sky and then turned to the earth is meant fo represent this same
thought.

When semahcis face each other it presents the presence of Hakk within mman and each
semahci withesses the divine beauty of Hakk within the image of the person in front of
them.

The motion in which semahci tums the palm of his hand to his face represents man see-
ing his own beauty in the miror and therefore he also witnesses the divine beauty of Hakk.
When both palms facing the sky are pulled towards the heart it represents the proverb
"Hakk | am Man, so Hakk is in me” or “Hakk is in Man”,

Semahs are categorized info two groups:

1- iceri (private) semahs / Order semahs

2- Disarn (public) semahs / Avare semahs

iceri Semahs (Order semahs): They are performed in Cemns (considered as religious prac-
fices by Alevi adherents) where 12 services are carried out. It is not desirable to perform
iceri semahs in front of those outside the faith. There are three aspects that make up the
performance:

* Agrlama:; The prelude containing slow movements.

* YUrUtme: The phase in which the semah gets faster and livelier.

* Cark: The movement of moving around oneself and others. The final phase when the
semah is the fastest and hardest to perform.
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While this three-phase composition of semahs is customary, it is possible to see other kinds
of performances as well. In some semahs it is very difficult fo distinguish these phases from
each other.

Disan Semahs (Avare semah, Yoz Semah or Mengis): They are performed independent
of the 12 senices for the purpose of teaching the semah culture to younger generations.
Nevertheless, they are sfill loyal to semah principles. Disan semahs are mostly comprised of
two phases; ‘agilama’ and yurdtme’ or ‘aginama’ and ‘cark’.

Although semah performances vary according to the region,

the main characteristics are common:

* Semahs are performed together by both men and women,

* While ssmahcis in icer semahs are limited in numiber; there is no such restriction for disan semahs.
* Semahcis start the semahs by greeting and inviting each other.

* While performing semah, semahcis are positioned in a circular order or facing each
other, without touching or holding.

* Baglama is usually the accompanying instfrument to semahs; but there are some re-
gions where other rhythm instruments are also played during semahs.

* While there is no specific aftire to be wom in semahs it is not uncommon o wear fradi-
fional clothes in rural cems (considered as religious practices by Alevi adherents).

* On completion of semahs, the dede will (spiritual leaders) usually say a prayer. The se-
mah is never applouded because it is a religious practice rather than a means of entertainment.
* Semah is passed on to further generations through the performance of the fradition.

The basic characteristics and universal values reflecting

the understanding of tradition bearers of

Semah are as follows:

* In Alevi belief, every human being has a divine essence and they see man in unity with
Hakk known as “En-el Hok” meaning "Il am one with God”. Thus, during the worship they
prostrate towards one another.

* Seeing man in unity with Hakk, they intemalize a humanist philosophy.

* In Alevi belief, sharing is of great importance in social life. “Musahiplik” (a kind of fellowship
as regards o Alevi belief) in which two individuals choose one another as spiritual brothers
or sisters committing to care for the spiritual, emaotional, physical and financial needs of the
other, for the purpose of creating a type of sincere unity.

* Alevis object to gender discrimination, therefore they pray side by side.

* Alevis view offending human beings as on an equal level to offending Hakk; hence,
through establishing a form of judging mechanism called “duskinltk”, they use a sanction
power over the memlbers to prevent them from committing misdeeds. If one commits any
of those, s/he is declared as “duskiin” (shunned) and femporarily or permanently excom-
municated from the community or society.

* The practices, tradiional maotifs and teachings are orally ransmitted rather than wiitten sources
and, therefore, disfinct genres of art and literature particular to the tradition, have been created.
* They practice their authentic worship and convey their culture through the use of Iyrics,
music and seman.
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ENSURING VISIBILITY AND AWARENESS AND
ENCOURAGING THE CONTINUATION OF SEMAH

Semah is the most crucial element in terms of the portrayal of the Alevi tradition. The
aesthetics of semah performances have inspired various forms of visual arts (painting,
sculpture, theatre, etc.) and related artistic products contribute to the visibility of this
aesthetic aspect of semah (See: Photo below).

Semah play a crucial role in fostering and enriching the traditional music culture of
Alevis as well as being an important instrument for raising awareness.

The authentic aspect of its oral structure and expression not only contributes to the
overall visibility of fraditional folk literature, but also raises awareness as an example of
local literature. The musical and dancing characteristics of semahs constitute a com-
mon language for humanity as artistic creations in which faith and art are harmoni-
ously infegrated to raise awareness in national and infernational platform. Moreover it
enables a better platform for inter-societal discussion.

The human-centred perception of the world and the universe and humanist philoso-
phy of semah are values which can contribute to the intercultural discussion

Different types of Semah:

1. Kirklar Semah: takes its name from Kirklar Cems, represents the mystical gathering of
the 40's council. It has three aspects; agirlama (slow movements), yuritme (perform-
inQ), and cark (turning around oneself and each other).

2. Turnalar Semah: The crane bird has an important place in Alevi belief. The Tuma
semah is based on the movements of the crane, which are slow and established

3. Kirat Semah: This semah has many different symbolisations, including the planets
furning around the sun.

4. Urfa Semah: This Semah represents the life of humanity, from birth to death. Whilst
also being the story of the migration of the crane.

5. Ladik Semah: This is a ritual Semah performed in the Cems in Samsun, taking its
name from Ladik, a city in the Samsun Province.

6. Hace Bekias Semah: Performed in order to respect of Hace Bektas Veli. The right
hand is fixed on the chest at the start of this semah.

7. Hubyar Semanh: It is performed with 5 women, 4 men as cans (souls). Arms are re-
loxed, and body is slightly bent at the start of this semah. During this semah they spin
around while atf the same time spinning in a circle.

Zakir

The Zakir sits next to the Dede during the Cem. With prompts from the dede he/she
invites the 12 services with his words and the rhythms of the baglama with Voices,
Phrases, Breath, Duvaz, Semah and Mersiyes. The Breaths mention Hakk, Muhammed
and Ali. Duvaz's mentions the 12 imams. Mersiyes are the mournful songs for the Imam
Huseyin.
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ELA GOZLU PiRIM GELDI
SHU”

Ela g&zlu pirim geldi

"SAH" Duyan geldi iste meydan

Dort kapiyr kirk makami "HAK"
Bilen gelsin iste meydan

HUdey hudey canlar htdey “H.U”
Hudey hudey canlar hudey  “PIR”
“HU"

Ben pirimi hakk bilirim “SAH"
Yoluna kurbban olurum

DUn dogdum bugun olarm  *HAK”
Olen gelsin iste meydan

“HU"

Sah Hatayim der varni “SAH"
Meydana koymus serini

Nesimi gibi derisin "HAK"

Ylzen gelsin iste meydan

Summary: My Hazel eyed Pir

I\HIIJ HAZLED EYE PiR HAS ARRIVED

My Hazel eyed Pir has arrived
"SAH"
Those that hear if, here is the arena.

The four gates and the 40 stations  "HAK”
Those who know them should come,

here is the arena

Say 'hu'*, say 'hd’, souls say ‘hU’ “HU"
Say ‘hd’, say ‘hd’, souls say ‘hU'’ “PIR”
“HU”

| know my Pir as Hakk (God) "SAH"
Sacrifice myself in his path

| was born yesterday will die foday  "HAK”

Those who die should come, here is the arena

“HU”

I'm Sah Hatayi, to have a say “SAH"
Has put thy serine in the arena
Those like Nesimi who are skinned "HAK"”

come, here is the arena

*(HU) here representing that which came
from the Source has re-entered the Source,
or some use it to mean HAKK/GOD

has come, this is the arena fo meet up

for those of you who heard about him, those who know the four doors and 40 levels
should come to this arena. | know my Pir as the Godq, | sacrifice myself at his feet, |
was born yesterday will die foday, those who want fo die must com

ERENLER CEMI

Erenler cemine gireyim dersen
Kin ile kibiri af da Oyle gel

Gercekler simna ereyim dersen
Ulu bir murside yet de dyle gel

BUlbulun guledir feryadi Unu

Zaya verme gecen saati gunu
Okumak istersen ilmi ledunu

Bir gercekten destin tut da dyle gel

Kolay mi Divani gercege ermek
Hasbahce baginin gulinid dermek
Nene lazm elin kusurun gérmek
Sen kendi aynana bak

- ALEVISM & SEMAH
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THE CEM OF THE WISE (ERENS)

Wanting to enter the Cem of the Wise

Rid yourself of hafred and arogance then come
Wanting to reach reality’s secret

Then reach a great Teacher and then come

The nightingales’ cry is to the rose

Don't waste each passing moment

If you want to read the *sacred language
Come after you have held this reality

Is it easy to reach Devine reality

To collect together the roses of this pure garden
Why need you see the imperfection of others
Look at your own mirror and then come

*sacred language: education, science, holly
scientific, understanding of creation
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OL BENIM $SAHIMI
Ol benim sahimi
Gormeye kim gelir
Zevk ile sefasin
Surmeye kim gelir

incidir dileri
Kalemdir kaslari
Can ile baslan
Vermeye kim gelir

Asasl elinde
Kemeri belinde
Pirimin yolunda
Olmeye kim gelir

Pir Sultan illeri
Uzaktir yollan
Bahgede gulleri
Dermeye kim gelir

‘ALEVISM & SEMAH
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BE MY CREATOR
Who will come to see
My Sah

Who will come

To enjoy themselves

Teeth of pearls

Eyebrows thin and straight
Who will come fo give
Their soul and the head

With staff in hand

Belt on the waist

Who will come to die
On the path of me Pir*

Pir Sultan Regions

Are far away

Who will come to collect
Roses from the garden

*Sah, Pir: Patriarch
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AMASYA SEMAHI

NAsip olur amasya’ya varrsan

var git turnam haber getir pirimden
hublar sahi hamdullah't gérarsen
var git turnam haber getir pirimden

ak gulim gulim canim canim canim
elifin hecesinden

Qunduzun gecesinden

bir deste gul alaym

ali'nin bahcasindan

hayali génlumde kilanm ahi

acep gordr muyum gul yuzlu sahi
cUmle asiklann sirm penahi

var git turnam haber getir pirimden

ak gulim gulim canim canim canim
elifin hecesinden

Qunduzin gecesinden

bir deste gul alaym

ali'nin bahcasindan

Velim eydur hak yoluna canimiz
Balim Sultan olun size kilavuz
Amasya'da pirim kaldi yaliniz

Var git turnam hatber getir pirimden

Ak guluim gulim canim canim canim
elifin hecesinden

GUnduzun gecesinden

Bir deste gul alayim

Ali'nin bahcasindan

- ALEVISM & SEMAH
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Semah Of Amasya

Should you manage to go to Amasya
Dear crane bring me news from my Pir
Should you Hamdullah, Shah of the Hublar
Dear crane bring me news from my Pir

My white rose, my dear, my dear,
In Elif's name

from the night of the day

Let me take a bunch of roses
from the garden of Al

I lament from the depths of my heart
Will I see my beautiful faced $ah (Shah)
Dear crane bring me news from my Pir
Of the secrets of all

My white rose, my dear, my dear,
In Elif's name

from the night of the day

Let me take a bunch of roses
from the garden of Al

Our soul is for the path of Hakk

And Balm Sultan your guide

Our Piris left alone in Amasya

Dear crane bring me news from my Pir

My white rose, my dear, my dear,
In Elif's name

from the night of the day

Let me take a bunch of roses
from the garden of Al
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Ladik Semahi Ladik Semah

llallah illallah Oh God Oh God

Ask ile diyelim allah With love, lets say God

lllallah illallah Oh God Oh God

Sitkinan diyelim allah With a pure heart, lef's say God
Ah dedim sah dedim I said ah, | said Sah

Askinan allah dedim With love, | said God

Ah dedim sah dedim Oh God Oh God

Sitkinan allah dedim With a pure heart, | said God
Eyildim su icmeye | knelt fo drink water
Kanatlandim u¢gmaya | developed wings to fly

Bu yol erenlerindir This is the path of the wise ones
Dogru gidenlerindir The one of the righteous

Bu yola egri girmez You can't entre this road untrue
Dogru gelenlerindir It is for the righteous

Salini sallani cananim, gelen efendim Swaying comes my lord

Gel bdyle sallanma vebalim gdz deger sana  Don't sway like this, my sins will
Gel bodyle sallanma vebalim gbz degersana  Come here, don't sway, or you will may

Hadi canim canim yuru bakalim have to deal with the consequences of
Haydi canim cananim sallan bakalm the evil eye

Come here, don't sway, or you will may
Al yesil giyinmis sultanim durma kargimda have to deal with the consequences of
Al yesil giyinmis sultanim durma kargimda the evil eye
Sonra rakiplerden vebalim séz deger sana Come on my life my soul walk lef's see
Sonra rakiplerden vebalim sz deger sana Come on my life my soul let me see you
Haydi canim cananim yura bakalm QO On your way
Haydi canim cananim sallan bakalm
Sonra rakiplerden géz deger sana Don't stand opposite me my sultan in green
Gel ha gel Don't stand opposite me my sulian in green

You may get the evil eye from your opponent
You may get the evil eye from your opponent
Come on my life my soul walk lets see
Come on my life my soul let me

see you go on your way

You may get the evil eye from your opponent
Come make sure you come

Summary: This Semah underlines the admiration for the Pir and asks him fo protfect
himself from everyone who might harm him, as he is described beautfifully dressed in
colourful clothes.
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Kirat Semahi

Yine kircalandi daglann basi
Omrim émrim- émriiim- drmriim
Smrim émrim

Durmadan akiyor gézumun yasi
Ne yaman firgarl Kiratin isi

Kirat bu daglanda asmall bugin
Nennide nenni dost nenni nenni
Nennide nenni has nenni nenni
Kirafta gidiyor estfigi zaman

Omrim dmrim  dmrim  dmrim
Amrim dmrim

Dizgini boynuna asfig zaman
Kopugu sagnnda secmeli bugun
Nennide nenni dost nenni nenni
Nennide nenni has nenni nenni

Dervis Muhammed'im pirim pir ise
O yar ile ahtt aman bir rise

Kirat sende kilheylanlik var ise
Pirim dergahina dusmeli bugun
Hay hay hay hay hay hay hay
Hey dost

Kirat sende kiheylanlik var ise
Pirim dergahinada dismeli bugun
Hele nenni nenni de

Dost nenni nenni

Kirat Semah

The top of the mountains are green again

My Life, my life, my life, my life, my life, my life
The tears of my eyes flow constantly

How wild it is the work of Kirat

Kirat must foday overcome these mountains
Lullaby lullaby friend lullaby lullaby

Lullaby lullaby my special lullaby lullaby
Kiratta goes well when there is a wiow

My Life, my life, my life, my life, my life, my life
When the bridle halters thy neck

The rumps salivation is special today

Lullaby lullaby friend lullaby lullaby

Lullaby lullaby my special lullaby lullaby

If Dervish is my Muhammed and my Pir is ‘the Pir’
The way it rises you should see

Kirat if you have pedigree in you

My pir should drop into your shrine today

Hay hay hay hay hay hay hay

Hey Friend

Kirat if you have pedigree in you

My pir should drop into your shrine today
Lullaby lullaby | say lullaby

friend lullaby lullaby

Summary: This Semah describes the Kirat (horse) and

its journey fo the valley of the Pir.
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Ali Nur Semahi

Ali nurdur Ali nur
Muhammed nurdur, Ali nur
Ali gazaya giderken
Fatma ana acar eli nur

Ali gozadan gelirken
Fatma ana cikar salinir
Yoldan ¢ikma Hatayi'm
Yoldan ¢ikan alinir.

Ha canim canim ha gulim gulim
Pirimin boyu dallara benzer

Sahima giden yollara benzer
Muhammed Ali'yi candan seversen
Varnnca bir tel ver Ali'ye turmam

Ali ye tumam Haydar'a turam Huuu
Hasan Huseyin'den medet umarsan
Varnca bir tel ver Ali ye tumam

Ali ye turmam Haydar'a tumam Huuu

Sabah'tan bahgeye vardim

Bir giderek sir deyi

Sandimki har tikenmis

GUlle de har noksan deyi

Has nenni nenni nenni dost nenni nenni nenni
Sar nenni nenni nenni dost nenni nenni nenni

Hey Nesimi can Nesimi verme hublara meyil
Hublara meyil verisen gule de har noksan deyi
Has nenni nenni nenni dost nenni nenni nenni
Sar nenni nenni nenni dost nenni nenni nenni
Dur nenni nenni nenni dur nenni nenni
Hey dost hey dost

Abdal olsam sallar giysem eynime
Olsam abdallara es deli géonul

Sen s6zUnu erenler ayirma
Zamane halkina sirmn duyurma
Alem sele gitse yanip kayirma
Kendi dalgan ile cos deli gondl

Kul Himmet Ustadim bu nasil hallar
Saha dogru gider bu acik yoliar
Muhammed Mehdi'ye gelecek derler
Mehdi dalgasiyla cos deli géndl

Ali Nur Semahi

Aliis the heavenly light, Ali is the light
Muhammed is the heavenly light, Ali light
Ali when going to Gaza

Mother Fatma opens her palm of light

When Ali comes from war

Mother Fatma goes on her way,

Don't stray from the path my Hatayi
Those who stray from the path are taken.

Yes my dear my dear, yes my rose my rose
My Pir's height resembles branches

Like the path that leads to my Sah

If you wholeheartedly love Muhammed Ali
My crane, when you arrive give note to Al
To Ali my crane, to Haydar my crane ‘Haud’
If you seek justice frorn Hasan Huseyin
When you arive give note to Al my crane
To Ali my crane, o Haydar my crane ‘Huul'

| anived at the garden in the morning

As it went it fold its secrets

| thought the fire had died out

It says, the fire is missing from the rose

My Iullaby, lullcoy, lullaby. Friend lullaby lullaby lullalby
Delight lullaby Iullaby lullaby. Friend lullaby lullaby lullaby

Nesimi the soul dont give your heart fo the
hublars

If you do, it says, the fire is missing from the rose
My lullaby, lullaby, lullaby. Friend lullaby lullaby
lullaby

Delight lullaby lullaby Iullaby friend lullaby lullo-
by lullaby

Stop Iullaby lullaby lullaby. Stop lullaby lullaby
lullaby

Hey friend hey friend

If | was to become an Abdal and wear scarves
With wild hearts we should become partners
to Abdals

Don't separate your words the wise ones

Don't leak your secrets to the peoples of today
If the other people go with the floods, don't
bum yourself

Rejoice with your own wave oh wild heart

Kul Himmet my teacher, what state is this
These open paths go to the Sah

They say that Muhammed Mahdi is coming
Rejoice with the wave of Mahdi oh wild heart

Summary: This Semah describes the admiration for Ali and refers to him as glory.
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Koc¢ Baba Semahi

indim kog baba ya dost dost tavaf eyledim
Bugun yaylmdadir hey dost geliyor koclar
MUbarek cemalin hey yar seyran eyledim
Bugun yaylmdadir hey dost geliyor koclar
Ali haydar ali ali geliyor koglar

Kaslannin dstu yazil kuran yazili kuran

Ya mahrum mu kalir Ali'm Ali'm Ali'm Ali'm
Ali'm Ali'm Ali'm onlarn géren

Yarn mahger gunu hey dost sefaat kilan
Buguin yaylmdadir hey dost geliyor koclar

Ben bugin yayladan saha giderim
Pirden dolu i¢tim i¢tim dosta giderim
Sahtan bir elma elma

Elma ne guzel elma

Ici piring disi turung

Elma ne guzel elma

Edlenin tumalar saha gidelim eylen
Dosta gidelim eylen pire gidelim

Agalar Hasan dagindan agalar
Hasan dagindan

Yaylamadan simdiden yer yer
Omrim toygut nenni nenni

Garip bulbul vatanindan aglar aglar
Simdiden yer yer yer

Sarhos yer yer yer

Bir hos yer yer yer sallan dur

Hey dost hey dost hey dost hey dost
Allah allah illallah

La ilahe illallah

Ali mursit guzel Sah

Sahim eyvallah eyvallah

Koc Baba (Father Ram) Semah

[ went to Koc Baba, friend, and walked around
Today it has been radiated, friend,

the rams are coming,

Auspicious cemal, beloved, | walked around
Today it has been radiated, friend,

the rams are coming,

Ali Haydar, Ali, Ali, the rams are coming.

Your brow is a written with the Quran, the Quran
No deprivation will be left,

My Ali, my Ali, my Ali, my Ali

My Ali, my Ali, my Ali with

the ones that see them

Tomorrow is the day of reckoning,

friend, the intervention is made

Today it has been radiated, friend,

the rams are coming

Today | will go through the meadows to the Sah
| have drank fully form the Pir and

now go to my friends,

An apple from the Sah

An apple, what a lovely apple

The inside, white like rice, the outside orange
Slow down crane, slow down lef's go fo our Sah

Let go fo our friend, slow down lef's go to
our friend.

The aghas are on Hasan mountain, the
aghas are on Hasan mountain

Without spending time in the mountains
My life is noft fulll,

The nightingale cries from its homeland
Henceforth this place,

Drunk this place, Gracious ploce, go on your way
Friends, friends, friends, friends,

Oh God Oh God

Aliis our guide, our lovely Sah

Goodbye, goodbye my Sah

Summary: This semah describes the beauty of the valley of the Sah and

the route to reaching his glory.
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EY SAHIN BAKISLIM
BULBUL AVAZLIM

Ey sahin bakislim, bulbul avazim

Bir eli kadehlim, bir eli sazlim

iste ben gidiyorum kal ahu g&zIim
Ne sen beni unut, nede ben seni
Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem
dem

Yolda harami ¢ok, engel arada
Unutma sevdigim, beni de silada
Kalkip gider ama, gonul burada
Ne sen beni unut, nede ben seni
Hudey hudey hudey,

dem dem dem dem

Ne sen beni unut, nede ben seni
Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem
dem

Ezeli ezelden seven sevene

Su iki cihanda devri mekanda

Ne sen beni unut ne de ben seni
Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem
dem

Cekilsin Gulbanklar surdlsun devran
Carmiza gelsin o Sah’t Merdan
YUzUmUzd agsin ulu yaradan

Ne sen beni unut ne de ben seni
Hudey hudey hudey,

dem dem dem dem

MY FALCON EYED
NIGHTINGALE SOUNDTH

Hey my falconed eyed,

my nightingale soundth

One hand with chalice the other with saz
I'm going now you stay my gazelle eyed You
don't forget me, nor | you

Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem dem

Many thieves on the way,

barriers in the middle

Don't forget my love, nor me at home
Feelings may leave from here

You don't forget me, nor | you

Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem dem

You don't forget me, nor | you
Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem dem

Like immemorial eternal lovers’

In two universes cycle of space

You don't forget me, nor | you

Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem dem

Let the prayers be said, let the world turn
Let Sah’t Merdan cometh

And brighten our face oh great one

You don't forget me, nor | you

Hudey hudey hudey, dem dem dem dem

Summary: The look of the loved one is described as similar to a Falcon and sound
like a Nightingale, there is a statement of goodbye fo the loved one here.
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Hz Sah’in Avazi

Hz Sah'in Avazi

Turna derler bir kustadir
Asasi nil deryasinda
Hirkas! bir dervistedir

Nil deryasi umman oldu
Sarardi gul benzim soldu
Bakisi aslanda kalal
Dovustu dahi koctadir

Nerde Pir Sultanim nerde
Ozimiiz asill dar da
Yemen'den ote bir yerde
Daha duldul savastadir

The sound of St $ah

The sound of St Sah

Is from the bird known as the crane
Whose staff is af the River Nile
Whose cardigan is with a Dervish

River Nile has become an Oceon

My skin has waned and gone pale

The looks remain in the lion and strength
in the ram

Where is my Pir Sultan, where

Our essence is at submission

In a place further away than Yemen
Where duldul is at war

Summary: The sound of the Shah is in the crane bird, his staff is in the River Nile, his
Jacket is with a Dervish, the Nile has furned info an Ocean, my colour has faded, the
looks have remained in the lion, and the fight is in the Ram. Where are you, we are
awaiting you. This is a call for the Shah to join us.
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VAHDET BADESIYLE
Vahdet badesiyle mestiz ezelden
Elest kadehinden tadanlardaniz
Nur alir gézumuz her bir guzelden
Anyiz bala bal katanlardaniz

Harabat mulkindn sultani olduk
Malamat ufkunun tabani olduk
Oyle bir didarnn hayrani olduk
Uryan esiginde yatanlardaniz

Hey ruhi ask olsun bu irfanina
Neseler yagdiran cem meydanina
Munkirin yobazin pash canina
Kantarl kattkler atanlardaniz

Summary: We are everywhere, including in the bees making honey. We are the
ones fighting the enemy.
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PIRLERE NIYAZ EDERIZ
Allah bir Muhammed Ali
Nazar eyle bari bana

izz-U celalin askina
Cektirme sol zan bana

Pirlere niyaz ederiz
Yalan dinya nideriz
Oliriz hasret gideriz
Goster sol didarn bana

Kalender aglar yerinir
Ask hayaliyle strinur
Cenneti ndvan goranar
Sol guzelin katli bana

Pirlere niyaz ederiz
Yalan dinya nideriz
Oliriz hasret gideriz
Goster sol didarn bana

WE APPEAL TO OUR PIRS
Allah is Muhammed Ali

At least Curse me

For the love of izz-U jalal

Dont let me suffer from the light

We appeal to our Pirs

It's a lying world, what can we do
We'll die and yeam

Show me this face

Kalender cries in the place

Lives in misery for the dream of love
Heavens gates are pleasing from here
Let your beauty remain with me

We appeal to our Pirs

It's a lying world, what can we do
We'll die and yeam

Show me this face

Summary: We pray for our Pirs, we do not care about the fake world,
we miss him a lot, show his face fo us.
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Urfa Kisas Semabhi
Basim acik yalin ayak yuarattum
Sen merhamet eyle lebbi balim yar
YUre@imi ceviz gibi ¢Urlftin
senin askin buyUktur kaddidalim yar

cektirme cefalar yandirma nare
yitirdim aklimi oldum divane
késheyi vahttede koyma avere
dantman gel cemal ettim velim yar

sitki yakma émrdm kvl kal ile
hazine bulunmaz hurafa ile
yirik gémlegiyle eski sal ile

daha bdyle nasil olur halim yar

kerbela colunden sakin mi geldin

ne yaman firgatli étersin furnam
imam ali katarnna uyuban

kirklann semahin futarsin turnam

kirklar senin ile biledir bile
yediler hizmetin ol mail ola
ol hizir nebide yardimcin ola
guruh-U naciye yetersin furnam

ewvel bahar yaz aylan doganda

semah futup carki gdége ayanda
yavru sahin tellerine degende

alim dost dost diye &tersin turnam

ali’nin avazi sende bulundu
ne yaman oétersin bagnm delindi
ol pirden bir haber alda gel simdii
goNnIimun gamini atarsin furnam

dedemogdlu durmus haddini yozar
ofurmus ahdevin bendini cozer
mecnun leyla igin ¢collerde gezer
can verki canana yetersin furna

Summary: | am walking my head uncovered, my feet bare. | am coming from the

Kerbela dessert. You are singing very emotionally Crane, are you turning in the 40°s

semah Crane, Ali's voice is within you, your voice pierces my heart, bring me news
from my Pir in order to calm me down.
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Fethiye Semahi
iki tumam gelirde dost ellerinde
evrilir cevrilir ddner gollerde
ali yar ali yar ali yar ali yar
doéner gollerde
muhalbbet getirir dost illerinden
korkmaz ki avci var deyi yollarda
ser cesmeden gelirde cananim
gulin gurusu

nasibimiz verir de dost pirin birisi
pir sultan abdalimda benzin sarisi

nedir gektiklerim de dost dost
can pire kurban
sakinin turnalar onun kisidir
poyraz vurur cilgalari ugudur
ali yar ali yar ali yar ali yar
can pire kurban
konup gbécmek eviiyalar isidir
konup goc¢ ki sdylenesin dillerde
can pire kurban

Summary: Two cranes are coming bringing news from friends. They fly circling the
lakes, bringing news from friends. They are not scared of the hunters on the way.

Bozok Semahi

ha canim canim tele bas furnam
boyuna hayran sallan ha sallan
ha canim canim boyuna kurban

muhammed aliye (ikrar vermeyen)
Qunduzu karanlik gece sayilir

ikrar verip ikrannda durmayan

kirk yil emek ¢ekse hice sayilr.

Muhammed Ali den (futmazsa derman)
onlardan yok idi din ile iman,

kim ali eviadina ederse guman
cUmlesi munafik hice sayilir

ylUceden yuce ( basimin taci )
kabe ye ulagir z4lfinun ucu

el ele tutugsak guruh-u naci,
cumle katarlardan yuce sayilir

velim eydur bu sevdaya erdiysen,
ey can erdiysen

devrin kutbil alem dava kildiysan
huseyin e veli ye pirim dediysen,
hey can dediysen

onun niyazi da haci sayilir

clkiim yuceleri seyran eyledim

sallanir karsimda durur ikisi

birisi sagimda biri solumda

uzatr badeyi verir birisi

hay hay hay hay yurt yurd sende yard

gitti kervan ddénmez geri

erlik midir eri de yormak

uzak yoldan haber almak
cennetteki o sol Irmak

coskun akan sel bizdedir

eylen dur sallan dur yerinde dur

bir ulu kervandir ali, ali,ali, ali, ali, ali,
ali,ali,ali,ali

ciktik musuldan gitti kervanimiz aliye
dogru

hunkar haci bektas veli ye dogru
hay,hay,hay,hay yurG yurd yalan dinya
degil misin,

hasanla huseyini alan dunya degilmisin

kuldur hasan dedem kuldur
manayi sdyleyen dildir

elif hakka dogru yoldur

cim ararsan dil bizdedir medet.

Summary: You are the head cranes. Those who do not believe Muhammed Ali day
fime is like night, 40 years’ service will mean nothing. Watched them both from the
heights, one on my leff, one on my right.
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IKI TURNAM GELIR BASI CIRALI
ki turnam gelir basi cirali

Birisi Muhammed birisi Al

Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bektas Velimisin sen
Iki tumam gelir rengi yemyesil

Biri imam Hasan ol pak-i nesil

Biri imam Huseyin cennette bir gul
Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bektas Velimisin sen
iki tumam gelir rengi kirmizi

Biri imam Zeynel srelim yizii
Birisi imam Bakir edem niyazi
Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bektas Velimisin sen

iki tumam gelir rengi caferi
Birisi imam Kazim ol yol rehberi
Biri imam Riza Horasan piri
Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bektas Velimisin sen

iki turnam gelir rengi beyazdir
Biri Taki/Naki zikri niyazdir

Biri de Asker-i Mehdi hicazdir
Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bektas Velimisin sen

Tumnalar hicazdan sékun eyledi
Muhammed Mehdiyi yakin eyledi
Hakikat ehlini memnun eyledi
Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bektas Velimisin sen
Turnalar geldiler verdiler selom
Aldim selamini eyledim kelam
lIhami stipesiz gérdim vesselam
Eylen turnam eylen Alimisin sen
Yoksa Haci Bekfag Velimisin sen

MY TWO CRANES ARE COMING THEIR
HEADS ILLUMINATED

Two cranes are coming their heads illuminated
One is Muhammed, the other is Ali

Slow down crane slow down are you Al
Or are you Haci Bektas Veli

My two cranes come their colour greener
than green

One is Imam Hasan purer than pure

One is Imam Huseyin a rose from heaven
Slow down crane slow down are you Al
Or are you Haci Bektas Veli

Two cranes come, red in colour

One is Imam Zeynel fouch him

one be imam Bakir appeal to him

Slow down crane slow down are you Ali
Or are you Haci Bektas Veli

My two cranes come, caferi in colour
One is Imam Kazim guide to our path
One is Imam Riza, Pir of Horasan

Slow down crane slow down are you Al
Or are you Haci Bektas Veli

Two cranes come, white in colour

One is Taki/Naki request his chant

One is Asker-i Mehdi the holy place

Slow down crane slow down are you Ali
Or are you Hacl Bektas Veli

Cranes are liffted from the holy place
Muhammed Mehdi he slowed and brough close
Acted for the People of the Truth

Slow down crane slow down are you Ali

Or are you Hacl Bektas Veli

Cranes come and gave their greeting
Received your salute and put to word

The secret without a doubt | have seen Slow
down crane slow down are you Al

Or are you Haci Bektas Veli

Summary: Two Cranes are coming with light on their head, one is Ali the other
Muhammed. Stop here crane are you Ali or may be Hace Bektas Veli. Two cranes
are coming the colour is green, one is Imam Hasan, the innocent, the other Imam
Huseyin, the rose from Heaven. Stop here crane are you Ali or may be Hace Bekfas

Veli. Two cranes are coming red incolour, one is Imam Zeynel, we must fouch his
face, other is Imam Bakir must be respected, Stop here crane are you Ali or may
be Hace Bektas Veli.... The cranes came and greet me, | return their greeting. Stop
here crane are you Ali or may be Hace Bektas Vel
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YARADAN ASKINA (SEMAH)
Yaradan askina bir semah eyle
OzUnU ol Hakka verde dyle gel
Sahin himmetiyle bir avoz eyle

YUzunu furaba surde dyle gel

Benim sevdicegim ol Sahi merdan
Nasibimiz senden ola yaradan
SUreriz bu yolu bin yil aradan
Serini meydana verde dyle gel

Turnam kaldir kollarni

Cosa gelde oyle yurt

Kirklarnn hos sohbetini
Dile alda oyle yuru

Allah desen zikreylesen
Hak askina niyaz etsen
Carki pervaz semah tutsan
Sadiman ol dyle yuru

HU Allah eyvallah
Cek katan lllallah
Sahimerdan himmet eyle
Ayrrma bu yoldan Allah
Muhammed Ali askina
Hasan Huseyin askina
Pir askina sah askina
Ayrrma bu yoldan Allah

HU Allah eyvallah
Cek katan lllallah
Sahimerdan himmet eyle
Ayrma bu yoldan Allah

Ali'yi seversen eylen dur furnam
Gonlunde kibiri silde dyle gel
Bu askin narna yanmak dilersen
Rehberin etegin tufta dyle gel

Hizir ile yoldas olayim dersen
Dertlerine derman bulaym dersen
Hak ile Hak olup gelmek istersen
Cosa gelde carka girde dyle gel

Turnam sen don carki pervaz
MUmin olsun sana yoldas
Ali canmiza yetis
Duani al &yle yuru

Summary: Perform a semah in the name of the creatfor. Raise your arms crane.
Perform your semah for the love of Muhammed Ali, Hasan Huseyin, and our Pir, do
not divert us from this route.
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Gitme Durnam Gitme
(Kirklar Semahi)

(Agilama)

Gitme Durnam Gitme Nerden Gelirsin
Sen Nazl Canana Benzersin Durnam
Her Bakista Beni Mecnun Edersin
Gondlde Mihmana Benzersin Durnam

Has Nenni Nenni
Dost Nenni Nenni

Kaslarna Mim Duvasi Yazilir
Cemaline Turlt Benler Dizilir

Seni Sevmeyenler Haktan Uzalar

Pir Ballm Sultana Benzersin Durnam

Has Nenni Nenni
Dost Nenni Nenni

(Pervaz)

Pir Ballm Sultana Benzersin Durnam
Yorude Dilber Yora Canana Yoru
Dumam Gokyuzunde Pervane Doner
Dertli Asiklara Badeler Sunar

Asiklarin Senden Inayet Umar

Tabibe Lokmana Benzersin Durnam
Pir Ballm Sultana Benzersin Durnam

(Yaratme)

Allah Allah Allah Allah
HUdey Hudey Hudey Hudey
Bugun Ben Pirimi Gordum
Gelir Salini Salin

Selamina Karsi Durdum
Bagnm Delini Delini (Hudey)

Gel Dedim Yanima Geldi
Gamzesi Sinemi Deldi

Bir Izzetli Selam Verdi
Aldim Sevini Sevini (Hudey)

Gaynadi Gangtt Ganim
Ezelden Severdi Canm

Sen Benimsin Bende Senin
Dedim Sevini Sevini (Allah)
(Dedim Sevini Sevini (Hudey)

Dedem Oglu Der Aglatma
Yuregim O De Daglatma
Varnp Yadlara Baglatma
ZUlfun Telini Telini (Allah)
(ZUlfan Telini Telini ) (Hudey)

Tevhit

Hak bizi mahrum eyleme
Kurulsun ulu divanlar
Canimizi serimizi
Vermeye gelmisiz canlar

Hak L& iléhe illallah
lllallah sah illalah

Ali mursit glzel sah
Sahim eyvallah eyvallah
Cemadllullah Feyzullah
Eyvallah sah eyvallah

Esti Muhabbet yelleri
Kokusu sarmis illeri
Cennet baginin gulleri
Dermeye gelmisiz canlar

Muhammet Ali Pirimiz
Kimseye cikmaz simmiz
Gondllerdir yerimiz
Kalmaya gelmisiz canlar

Pir Sultan'm El'aman
Sah'tan gele bize ferman
GuUzel Pirden derde derman
Almaya gelmisiz canlar

Summary: We came to give our lives
in the holy assembly. The winds of
friendship blow. We came fo collect
heaven’s roses, that the scent covers
all the citfies. Ali is our Pir, we will not
share our secret with anyone else, our
place is in the hearts, and we came
to stay friends. The orders must come
from the Shah, we came to find solu-
tion to our problems.

Summary: Do not leave crane, where are you
coming from? You remind me of my Pir crane.
I saw my Pir foday, he greeted me, | greeted
him back, and my chest hurts. With happiness,
| said you are mine and | am yours.
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