Key Stage 3 Alevism. How do Alevi belief and practice help young people growing up in the UK and Turkey?


	What we want pupils to learn about religion

	The development of Alevism and the impact of belief and practice on individual and communal life;

It’s relation to other religions;

The importance of stories, poetry, hymns, music and semah as conveyors of belief and tradition;
How Alevi belief and practice sustain people through persecution;

Alevi beliefs about what it means to be human and how we should live our lives and how these are expressed;
The significance of spiritual experience and  interpretation in shaping diversity among Alevi communities in Turkey and beyond

	What we want pupils to learn from religion

	reflect on the relationship between spiritual beliefs, practices, teachings and ultimate questions, communicating their own ideas creatively and using reasoned arguments;
evaluate the challenges and tensions of belonging to a religion and the impact of religion in the contemporary world, expressing their own ideas
express insights into the significance and value of religion and other world views on human relationships personally, locally and globally



	Key Questions

	1. Why is it not easy to agree what Alevism is?
2. What are the roots of key Alevi beliefs?
3. What is the significance of the Cem ceremony for Alevi individuals and communities?

4. How can people live the demanding life of Alevi principles?

5. How does Alevism promote respect for and understanding of others in its followers? 
6. Is Alevism a sect, a religion or a code for social living?


	all pupils can

	Describe the difference Alevism can make in adherents’ lives, showing understanding of beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences. They suggest meanings for a range of forms of religious expression. They raise, and suggest answers to, questions of identity, belonging, truth and values, applying them to Alevi people and their own lives.

	most pupils can

	Explain why Alevism helps people through life and how the key beliefs are expressed in a variety of ways to respond to ultimate questions. They ask and suggest answers to questions of identity, belonging, truth and values, relating them to Alevi perspectives and their own lives, making links between beliefs and different ways of expressing them.

	The most able pupils can

	Use specific Alevi religious, spiritual and philosophical language to interpret beliefs and experiences, explaining how these are used in different ways by different traditions in Alevism to provide answers to ultimate questions. They use reasoning and examples to express insights into what it means to be a person from Alevi and other perspectives, including their own.






	Key Concepts

	God and Reality: Hakk; la-mekan (without place); Allah-Muhammad-Ali (Hak-Universe-Human); embodied soul; can; Ene’l Hakk; insan-I kamil (enlightened);
Worship and ritual: Cem; Dede; Saz; 12 services; semah; surrender; muhabbet; musahiplik; gorgu cemi (interrogation); duskunluk meydani (resolution); ikrar (admission); deyis;lokma
Ethical living: sanctity of life; equality; reason; humanism; sharing; collaboration; social justice; turab (humility); service; duskun; musahip (brotherhood)
Other: pir; kapi; buyruks (collection of spiritual books)


Through an open exploration of...











With the outcome that





Including pupils’ own experiences and questions














