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Cem ceremony worksheet.docx
Wednesday 18th November 2015

I can understand what a ‘Cem’ ceremony is and how people prepare for the ceremony.

 

Share food

Come together

Special clothes

Dancing
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I can identify key roles of the 12 volunteers who take part in the Cem ceremony

		



Sweeper (supurgeci)

		



		





Jug server (Ibrikci)

		



		



Candle lighter (cerag)

		



		



Fleece keeper (postcu)

		



		



Semah performers

		



		

Musician (zakir)

		



		

Water server (sakkaci)

		



		



Pir (dede/ana)

		



		



Guide (rehber)

		



		



Cem Keeper (gozcu)

		



		

Door keeper 



(kapici)

		



		



Food server (lokmaci)
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Sample KS3 Y9  Alevism learning structure.doc
Key Stage 3 Alevism. What differences do Alevi beliefs and practices make in the lives of Alevi teenagers growing up in the UK and Anatolia?




		Pupils will investigate what it means to grow up as an Alevi in the UK and in Anatolia by exploring:



		The development of Alevism and the impact of belief and practice on individual and communal life

The spiritual and moral beliefs about humanity and the good life as expressed in Cem ceremonies

How Alevi belief and practice sustain people through persecution and migration

Different understandings amongst Alevi about what Alevism is



		Pupils will develop their understanding of the importance of identity and values by responding to:



		The  spiritual beliefs, practices, teachings and ultimate questions that they encounter in their study of Alevism

The moral values of Alevism and how these compare with other values found in modern Britain

the value, challenges and tensions of belonging to a faith community in modern Britain







		Key Questions



		1. Why are there different ways of understanding what Alevism is?

2. What are the key Alevi beliefs?

3. Where does Alevism come from?

4. What is the significance of the Cem ceremony for Alevis?

5. How can people live the demanding life of Alevi principles?


6. How does Alevism promote respect for and understanding of others? 

7. So what is Alevism and how does it influence teenagers here and in Anatolia?





		Emerging



		Pupils can explain the basic beliefs of Alevism linking them to the practices of the Cem ceremony, and say how they make a difference in how Alevi teenagers make decisions about life. They can evaluate the moral values of Alevism in relation to their own values and explain how these contribute to a sense of Alevi identity.



		Expected



		Pupils can explain differing Alevi beliefs about God, humanity and the world and relate them to the development and practice of Alevism in Anatolia and beyond. They can explain the links between Alevi spiritual understanding and the moral values that arise from this, relating them to their own understanding of God, humanity and the world.



		Exceeding



		Pupils can explain why Alevi might have different interpretations of their teachings and practices, linking these to understanding the relationship between Alevism and other faiths and worldviews. They draw links between Alevi values and those of other faiths and worldviews, assessing whether faith and belief can help young people to make sense of the world and their place in it.













		Key Concepts



		God and Reality: Hakk; la-mekan (without place); Allah-Muhammad-Ali; embodied soul; can; Ene’l Hakk; insan-I kamil (enlightened);

Worship and ritual: Cem; Dede; Saz; 12 services; semah; surrender; muhabbet; musahiplic; gorgu cemi (interrogation); duskunluk meydani (resolution); ikrar (admission); deyis;lokma

Ethical living: sanctity of life; equality; reason; humanism; sharing; collaboration; social justice; tarab (humility); service; duskun; musatub (brotherhood)

Other: pir; kapi; buyruks (collection of spiritual books); identity





Through an open exploration of...















With the outcome that







Including pupils’ own experiences and questions
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Lesson 1.pptx
Alevism: 


		Why are there different ways of describing Alevism?









INTRODUCING THE LEARNING OBJECTIVE AND BIG QUESTION: ‘What difference do Alevi beliefs and way of life make on the lives of Alevi teenagers growing up in the UK and in Anatolia (Turkey)?



1



Quick start:		Identity

What and who defines who you are?

How do you show who you are, your identity?



Is who you are important? Why?

What is it like if people ‘diss’ you or ignore you?

How do we find out who we are?









The issue of identity should be explored and discussed quite briefly (say 10 mins max) and should raise the importance of mutual respect. 



I am who I am and there is no-one quite like me! You are who you are and there is no-one quite like you. We share a common humanity, but we experience, respond to and express it differently – ‘identity-in-difference’. What does this phrase mean?



Discuss the first two questions and allow different ideas to be shared. 

Ask the students if they are the same people they were when they were first born? 5 years old? 10 years old? Will they be the same person when they are 20? 50? 90?



Then explore Q3 – ‘How do we find out who we are? What do we have to do? Does it just happen? Do we just know? Do people have to tell us?



Get students to write in their note books:



Heading: 	Alevism	Date

Sub-heading: 	Identity

Students write at least one sentence to answer each of the three questions, making sure they include the question in the answer.



Then brainstorm 4 and record on board or flip chart.

Briefly discuss 5 getting some students to share their ideas

2



Human identity: what makes us who we are?

Beliefs and ideas 

What we think about life

Relationships

Who we mix with

Experiences

Things we do, background

Feelings/attitudes

How we see and relate to life and the world

Groups we belong to

Family, school, sports teams/societies

Values

What we think is important

Role-models

Who influences us, people we look up to

Likes and dislikes

Our tastes, music, fashion

Interests

What we enjoy, hobbies, how we spend our time





Share with students and ask for their views on this – do they agree that this contributes to their identity? Ask for some to some examples from their experience and perspective – eg ‘does anyone want to share a belief or idea that is important to them?’; ‘What is your attitude to life and the world?’ etc. Do not feel you need to get ideas for all of them! 



If there is time and the class is responding well, you could get them to share with a partner or in small group first.

3



Big Question: What is Alevism?

Look at the collection of pictures, sayings and prayers.

In groups of 3 or 4, try to agree what you think Alevism is.

Write down:

what you agree; 

what you are not sure about; 

and what further questions you would ask.



Share and discuss. Can we agree key questions?

Can we arrive at a description of what Alevism is?





Handing out the stimuli students to respond in their note-books under the three headings. Appoint or ask for a volunteer from each group to lead the discussion, and for another person to note any interesting elements in the way people discussed the objects.



After the groups have reported back, ask each group for at least one question they have about Alevism and record this on Flip Chart. State that these will be used throughout the course.



KEEP THE FLIP CHART AND USE THROUGHOUT COURSE BOTH TO REFER BACK TO (AS YOU EXPLORE ISSUES OR ADDRESS THEIR QUESTIONS) AND FOR STUDENTS TO ADD FURTHER QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS/RESPONSES ON POST-IT NOTES)





4



a way of life, with its own 

Beliefs?

Practices? 

Philosophy?

Culture?

principles of life?

Is Alevism……..





Ask students what kind of belief, culture, philosophy? Is it a religion, or a humanist philosophy? Is it part of Islam? What does it have in common with other religions/beliefs? What does it hold as distinct?



Ask students to justify what they say with evidence from what they have learnt.

5



Videos about Alevism

www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pYRR8Slw6A

www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJZ9r1CO9WY

www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zvm72QhIaI

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRXblKUGl2k

www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z-30ZvRLsA

www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZzC1SKER8U

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ae_VbcixsOc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScRUZbZi1WY 







Finish the lesson by encouraging students to find things out for themselves, using Google and other search engines, and also these you tube clips. Maybe these could be stored by the school or the Cemevi or both?



Emphasise that this is a learning journey and that students will keep asking what Alevism is and how it influences teenagers in the UK and Turkey. Their views will be different and will change over the 9 weeks. How can they get information to help them answer these questions in addition to the Web?

6





Alevism:

1.Why are there

different ways of
describing
Alevism?
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lesson notes 1.docx
Lesson 1	Why are there different ways of describing Alevism? Teacher notes

1. INTRODUCE THE LEARNING OBJECTIVE AND BIG QUESTION: ‘What difference do Alevi beliefs and way of life make on the lives of Alevi teenagers growing up in the UK and in Anatolia (Turkey)?

2. The issue of identity should be explored and discussed quite briefly (say 10 mins max) and should raise the importance of mutual respect. 

I am who I am and there is no-one quite like me! You are who you are and there is no-one quite like you. We share a common humanity, but we experience, respond to and express it differently – ‘identity-in-difference’. What does this phrase mean?

Discuss the first two questions and allow different ideas to be shared. 

Ask the students if they are the same people they were when they were first born? 5 years old? 10 years old? Will they be the same person when they are 20? 50? 90?

Then explore Q3 – ‘How do we find out who we are? What do we have to do? Does it just happen? Do we just know? Do people have to tell us?

Get students to write in their note books:

Heading: 	Alevism		Date:

Sub-heading: 	Identity

Students write at least one sentence to answer each of the three questions, making sure they include the question in the answer.

Then brainstorm Q4 and record on board or flip chart.

Briefly discuss Q5 getting some students to share their ideas

3. Share with students and ask for their views on this – do they agree that this contributes to their identity? Ask for some to some examples from their experience and perspective – eg ‘does anyone want to share a belief or idea that is important to them?’; ‘What is your attitude to life and the world?’ etc. Do not feel you need to get ideas for all of them! 

If there is time and the class is responding well, you could get them to share with a partner or in small group first.

4. Handing out the stimuli students to respond in their note-books under the three headings. Appoint or ask for a volunteer from each group to lead the discussion, and for another person to note any interesting elements in the way people discussed the objects.

After the groups have reported back, ask each for at least one question they have about Alevism and record this on Flip Chart. State that these will be used throughout the course.

KEEP THE FLIP CHARTS AND USE THROUGHOUT BOTH TO REFER BACK TO (AS YOU EXPLORE ISSUES OR ADDRESS THEIR QUESTIONS) AND FOR STUDENTS TO ADD FURTHER QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS/RESPONSES ON POST-IT NOTES)

5. Ask students what kind of belief, culture, philosophy? Is it a religion, or a humanist philosophy? Is it part of Islam? What does it have in common with other religions/beliefs? What does it hold as distinct?

Ask students to justify what they say with evidence from what they have learnt.

6. Finish the lesson by encouraging students to find things out for themselves, using Google and other search engines, and also these you tube clips. Maybe these could be stored by the school or the Cemevi or both?

Emphasise that this is a learning journey and that students will keep asking what Alevism is and how it influences teenagers in the UK and Turkey. Their views will be different and will change over the 9 weeks. How can they get information to help them answer these questions in addition to the Web?
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Lesson 2 2016 Some key Alevi beliefs.pptx








2. What are some of the key Alevi beliefs and practices?

Objective: To learn about and respond to Alevi beliefs and practices









Refer back to last lesson and identity. Explore / share with students how these symbols are important to Alevi identity. Explain that this lesson we will discover a bit more about what it means to be an Alevi by looking at their beliefs and a bit of their influences and history. This gives some of the background and tradition of  Alevism, in a similar way that the students’ background contributes to their own identity.

1



What is Alevism?

Watch this video clip from a BBC series on 

    80 Faiths around the World 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z2nd2hv

What have you learnt about Alevism?

Is there anything that surprises you about Alevism?

What do the Alevis say about what it means to be Alevi?





SET UP VIDEO CLIP  - 10 MINUTES MAXIMUM FOR THIS ACTIVITY



Ask students to write in their note-books.



Title: Finding out about Alevism.	Date



Tell them, when watching this video, to jot in their note-books things that they see the Alevi do, and things that they hear about what Alevi believe.



Do not discuss as whole class straight away. Instead say that we will discuss this after we have done the next part on finding out about some Alevi beliefs.



2



Some basic beliefs of Alevism



Read the sheet to find out some of the Alevis’ key beliefs.

Choose two beliefs that you find interesting and explain why. Full answers should include how they relate to your own views, questions, interests and beliefs.

Challenge if you have time: how might the UK be different if people lived by these beliefs?







Hand out the sheet ‘Some basic beliefs of Alevism’ Students can read and discuss with partner, but emphasise need for quiet thinking and writing. Allow approximately 20 mins.



Students to do this activity in their note-books

3



Discussion

How is this similar to and different from other religions you have studied?

Is Alevism a religion in its own right? 

Is Hakk a personal God ‘out there’? 

Could you be an Alevi and an atheist?  

What is Hakk? 

What is an atheist?







Explore with the students what they have discovered and focus mainly on beliefs and practices. If they have questions about persecution, park them on post-its on Flip Chart. Emphasise gestures, the use of hymns and poetry, Semah and central beliefs about God/Hakk and humanity. Explore with them how this is similar to and different from other religions they have studied. Is Alevism a religion? Is Hakk a personal God ‘out there’? Could you be an Alevi and an atheist?  What is Hakk? What is an atheist?



These are questions to keep considering as the course progresses.

This can be in groups/pairs at first if there is time then whole class. If short on time discuss as whole class.



Make sure students give reasons and evidence to back up their views. Try to ensure that different views are voiced.



If necessary, put forward alternative views yourself by using ‘What if…?’ and ‘Suppose that…?’ style questions (eg ‘Well what if one Alevi identifies herself as a Muslim, another says he is pure Alevi as a distinct religion, whilst a third states that Alevism is really about being human and belief in God does not matter? Who is right?’



Draw out range of spiritual beliefs and practices and where these might have come from in preparation for next lesson (eg ancient spirituality, Eastern religions, Abrahamic religions, especially Islam, as this is about identity and the key dispute in the academic research is whether or not Alevism is a branch of Islam). It is worth mentioning that we will discover more about Alevism to help answer these questions as we go through the course and look at the Cem ceremony and ethical teachings.

4



Task either write a tweet (140 characters) or a haiku to describe Alevism

Haiku

Only three lines, totaling 17 syllables throughout

The first line 5 syllables

The second line 7 syllables

The third line 5 syllables 

Grammar rules are up to the poet, and need not follow rigid rules used in structuring sentences

Haiku does not have to rhyme 

can include the repetition of words or sounds







Task to be done in books or as homework on a sheet of paper that can be illustrated and decorated. They could complete at home on computer if they prefer. IT ALL DEPENDS ON TIME AND ARRANGEMENTS!

5
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Lesson notes 2.docx
Lesson 2 What are some of the key Alevi beliefs and practices 	Teacher notes



Slide 1 Introduction

Refer back to last lesson and identity. Explore / share with students how these symbols are important to Alevi identity. Explain that this lesson we will discover a bit more about what it means to be an Alevi by looking at their beliefs and a bit of their influences and history. This gives some of the background and tradition of  Alevism, in a similar way that the students’ background contributes to their own identity.

Slide 2

SET UP VIDEO CLIP  - 10 MINUTES MAXIMUM FOR THIS ACTIVITY

Ask students to write in their note-books.

Title: Finding out about Alevism.	Date

Tell them, when watching this video, to jot in their note-books things that they see the Alevi do, and things that they hear about what Alevi believe.

Do not discuss as whole class straight away. Instead say that we will discuss this after we have done the next part on finding out about some Alevi beliefs.

Slide 3

Hand out the sheet ‘Some basic beliefs of Alevism’ Students can read and discuss with partner, but emphasise need for quiet thinking and writing. Allow approximately 20 mins.

Students to do this activity in their note-books

Slide 4

Explore with the students what they have discovered and focus mainly on beliefs and practices. If they have questions about persecution, park them on post-its on Flip Chart. Emphasise gestures, the use of hymns and poetry, Semah and central beliefs about God/Hakk and humanity. Explore with them how this is similar to and different from other religions they have studied. Is Alevism a religion? Is Hakk a personal God ‘out there’? Could you be an Alevi and an atheist?  What is Hakk? What is an atheist?

These are questions to keep considering as the course progresses.

This can be in groups/pairs at first if there is time then whole class. If short on time discuss as whole class.

Make sure students give reasons and evidence to back up their views. Try to ensure that different views are voiced.

If necessary, put forward alternative views yourself by using ‘What if…?’ and ‘Suppose that…?’ style questions (eg ‘Well what if one Alevi identifies herself as a Muslim, another says he is pure Alevi as a distinct religion, whilst a third states that Alevism is really about being human and belief in God does not matter? Who is right?’

Draw out range of spiritual beliefs and practices and where these might have come from in preparation for next lesson (eg ancient spirituality, Eastern religions, Abrahamic religions, especially Islam, as this is about identity and the key dispute in the academic research is whether or not Alevism is a branch of Islam). It is worth mentioning that we will discover more about Alevism to help answer these questions as we go through the course and look at the Cem ceremony and ethical teachings.

Slide 5

Task to be done in books or as homework on a sheet of paper that can be illustrated and decorated. They could complete at home on computer if they prefer. IT ALL DEPENDS ON TIME AND ARRANGEMENTS!

[bookmark: _GoBack]
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3. Where does Alevism come from?
History and tradition in Alevism

Objective: To find out the roots and sources of Alevism.



Golden thread of old

Wisdom to renew us now

The river of Life







Refer back to last lesson and identity. Explore / share with students how these symbols are important to Alevi identity. Explain that this lesson we will discover a bit more about what it means to be an Alevi by looking at their beliefs and a bit of their influences and history. This gives some of the background and tradition of  Alevism, in a similar way that the students’ background contributes to their own identity.

1



Two main figures of Alevism



Pir Ali (601-661) is the first imam of 12 who are sacred persons in Alevism



Hünkar (Haci) Bektaş-i Veli (1281-1338) 

Founder of the

 Bektaş-i lodge

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pYRR8Slw6A





Introduce these to show that the roots of Alevism are complex. You can remind students of the statements about Ali and humanity in the ‘basic beliefs’ sheet.





Play the video clip as far as 6m 40s and then discuss Ali using slide 3



Then show clip from 7m 20s to the end on Haci Bektas-I Veli and discuss slide 4 before doing the activity on slide 6



Ask students to write in their note books while watching the clips



Title – ‘The traditions of Alevism’	Date



Take notes as they watch the video. Get them to note information and write questions they may have. Stop the video occasionally (not too much) to check understanding and highlight key points



2



	Ali (601-661) 



“Ally yourself with the oppressed and stand against tyrants” 
(Does this mean war?)

“I will serve for 40 years those who teach me one word”



Ali represents 

		Respect, peace, love, equality, sharing, protection, trust, responsibility, justice, 

		knowledge, freedom, philosophy, righteousness, 		honesty, learning, education, teaching 

Above all he represents ‘insan-I kamil’, the ideal human, the enlightened 









Use the video, the points on the slide and these notes to get across to students the importance of Ali and especially the symbolic understanding of Ali (and Muhammad) in Alevism.



WHO IS ALI? 

COUSIN TO MOHAMMED AND THE ORIGINAL LEADER OF ALEVISM discuss briefly the qualities he represents – why are they important to Alevi? What difference might this make in a young person’s life?

Ali is respected for his courage, knowledge, belief, honesty, devotion to Islam, deep loyalty to Muhammad, equal treatment of all Muslims and generosity in forgiving defeated enemies.

Role-models for Alevi families. Who are your role models and why?



The Perfect Human Being.

 Although it is common to refer to Ali and Haji Bektash Veli or the other Alevi saints as manifestations of the perfect human being, the Perfect Human Being is also identified with our true identity as pure consciousness, hence the holy concept of human beings not having original sin, consciousness being pure and perfect. The human task is to fully realise this state while still in material human form.



The Perfect Human Being is also defined in practical terms, as one who is in full moral control of his or her hands, tongue and loins (eline diline beline sahip); treats all kinds of people equally (yetmiş iki millete aynı gözle bakar); and serves the interests of others. One who has achieved this kind of enlightenment is also called eren or munavver.

3



 Hünkar Bektaşı Veli (1281-1338)

Founder of the Hünkar Bektaşi Veli lodge in C13th

Teachings based on humanism, peace, tolerance and clemency (mercy). 

Dove = Peace, oppressed, inoffensive

Gazelle = leniency, clemency, satisfaction

Lion = tolerance, indulgence, forbearance



Glory to those who shed light to dark thoughts. 



Enlightened ones both purify and are purifiers







Again use the video and these notes to discuss Hünkar Bektas-i Veli...but try to be brief so the students can get on to the teachings



His spiritual doctrine is accepted as one of the earliest form of universal humanism symbolized with the unity of a gazelle with a lion. 

According to legend Hünkar Bektaş Veli came to Anatolia in the form of a dove there being no more inoffensive creature. The dove is a perfect image because Hünkar Bektaş Veli was a Perfect Man who came to Anatolia in the war, massacre, blood and tears of the 13th century as a source of peace and affection to nurture the souls of Anatolian people.
Hünkar Bektasi Veli Picture: With the gazelle on one side and the lion on the other, he dreamed of a world in which the wolf and lamb, the gazelle and the lion could live in peace together.

But he was not referring to the gazelle and lion of the external world, he meant the lion and gazelle within us. Personality and Existence, Body and Soul, A world in which the external male and female are reconciled. The road to world peace goes through internal peace, this is the essence of all ancient teachings.



THE IMPORTANT MESSAGE IS TO GET A BALANCE BETWEEN YOUR ANGER AND DESIRE (AS REPRESENTED BY THE LION) AND SATISFACTION WITH YOUR LIFE WITHOUT BEING GREEDY  (REPRESENTING THE GAZELLE) TO GAIN HARMONY IN THE MIND AND SOUL.



4



Some of the most known aphorisms of Haci Bektas-i Veli

Seek and find. Do not hurt even if you are hurt yourself.

Educate your women. Control your deeds, tongue (words), and desires. 

Whatever you seek, look for it in yourself. The adept (skilful) are both pure and purifying. 

The first step of a talent is modesty. A person's perfection lies in the beauty of what he says. 

Condemn no nation or person. Do not impose on someone that which is too burdensome for him to bear. 

The end of the road that does not pass through knowledge is darkness. How glad for those who shed light into the darkness of thought. 

The mind is the sultan (ruler) of the soul.

Remember that even your enemy is human. 





Activity linked to this on slide 6, but discuss very briefly why these are important in Alevism.



Do not initially say what they mean. This needs to come at first from the students.



Ask if there are any words they do not understand and define (eg some may not understand ‘burdensome’)

5



Learning activity

Work in groups of 3 or 4 (there will be 8 groups in all)

Your group will be given an A3 sheet with one of the aphorisms (wise sayings) at the centre

Extending from this are 3 sections with a question, which your group must respond to in writing in the space provided

Swap with another group and read what they have put on their sheet, then add any further thoughts or questions you may have. Do this with 3 different groups.

Then get your original back and read. Discuss any additions from others.

Report back to whole class





This needs to be well organised!



Number the sheets 1-8 and give the groups those numbers. Groups to share between 1-4 and 5-8, so that they just pass them round in an orderly way (1 -2; 2-3 etc) they do this till they have seen and contributed to the other 3 groups’ aphorisms.



They then end up with their original sheet back and can look at what is added.



This activity allows them to develop their thinking and consider the thoughts, ideas and questions from other people.



THE ACTIVITY CAN BE EXTENDED TO DESIGNING A PROMOTIONAL POSTER FOR THEIR APHORISM AND THIS CAN BE DONE ON COMPUTER AT HOME OR AS A SEPARATE LESSON IN AN IT ROOM, depending on time, creativity and interest!

6



The 7 Great Poets  



Pir Sultan, Virani, Yemini, Nesimi, Hatayi, Fuzuli, Kul Himmet





DO NOT GO INTO TOO MUCH DETAIL HERE. MAYBE JUST MENTION PIR SULTAN BY NAME?



Picture top: Hünkar Bektaşi Veli

Picture Left to Right: 

Pir Sultan Abdal, 

Virani Baba, 

Yemini, 

Seyyid Nesimi, 

Shah Ismail Hatayi, 

Fuzuli, 

Kul Himmet
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Importance of 7 Great Poets

Alevi books were destroyed and Alevis were forbidden to practise their religion for centuries.

The Great Alevi poets and many other Alevi poets passed on Alevi beliefs and their way of life through their poems, hymns and songs with the saz.

Which is why the saz is referred to as the “holy book with a string”





Use or remind them of some of the poems and hymns from the first lesson. ASK WHY POETRY IS SO POWERFUL and get them to think of lyrics that mean a lot to them. 

8



The origins of Alevism



The roots of Alevism, like  the source of a river, lie hidden in mystery.  The Crane, tying cloth on trees, kissing stones, dance are all very ancient practices, as is the belief that everything is sacred. This could be the influence of ancient Anatolian folk tradition.

There are traces of Eastern religions like Hinduism and Buddhism. Hindus have the concept of ‘avatar’, as Krishna is the avatar of Vishnu. Alevis believe Ali is the ‘avatar’ of the living Truth.



There are some traces of Christianity from the Early Christians of that area in the first 700 years CE

The most obvious part of the development is Islam after the 8thC of the CE, but it is possibly only using Muslim terms and beliefs to symbolise the deeper spiritual truths. These are spread by saints and poets from the 10th C to the 16th C.

Alevi believe there are many paths (yol) but only one destination – God/Allah/Hakk. Just as all rivers lead to the sea, so all religions lead to God or Truth.









IF THERE IS NOT ENOUGH TIME, JUST DEVELOP THE IDEA USING THE HAIKU FROM THE FIRST SLIDE AND THE LAST BIT ABOUT ONE GOD, MANY PATHS



Ask students to consider how a river starts as underground springs hidden from view, then develop into brooks and streams till eventually coming together as a large, visible, rich and deep river that leads to the sea. As it winds its way, so it picks up sediment and both changes and is changed by the landscape.



So it is with the development of Alevism, which itself is a modern term of the last century or so. Many influences and cultures have contributed, but the thread of deep spirituality and humanity is a constant identity of belief and practice.

9



Where do we find Alevis in the world today?







Alevism started in rural Anatolia (now in Turkey) and has spread through Europe and around the world. Why might Alevis move from their home to other parts of the world?





AGAIN, BRIF AND FACTUAL IF NOT ENOUGH TIME. DISCUSSION HERE NOT AS IMPORTANT AS APHORISMS AT THIS STAGE BUT MAY RETURN TO THIS LATER IN THE COURSE



Present this briefly as information. Started in Anatolia, but migrations, especially in 1980s (?) to Europe. We don’t need to focus too much on populations etc, but it might be helpful to inform students that there are substantial and important Alevi communities in Europe, especially Germany and the UK.



Ask for initial responses to the question in red, but state that this is something they will be learning over the next few weeks and is an important question to consider when looking at Alevi identity. We can then come back to this in the last lesson.
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Lesson notes 3.docx
Lesson 3. Where does Alevism come from? History and tradition in Alevism Teacher notes



Intro slide 1 

Refer back to last lesson and identity. Explore / share with students how these symbols are important to Alevi identity. Explain that this lesson we will discover a bit more about what it means to be an Alevi by looking at their beliefs and a bit of their influences and history. This gives some of the background and tradition of  Alevism, in a similar way that the students’ background contributes to their own identity.

Slide 2

Introduce these to show that the roots of Alevism are complex. You can remind students of the statements about Ali and humanity in the ‘basic beliefs’ sheet.

Play the video clip as far as 6m 40s and then discuss Ali using slide 3

Then show clip from 7m 20s to the end on Haci Bektas-I Veli and discuss slide 4 before doing the activity on slide 6

Ask students to write in their note books while watching the clips

Title – ‘The traditions of Alevism’	Date

Take notes as they watch the video. Get them to note information and write questions they may have. Stop the video occasionally (not too much) to check understanding and highlight key points

Slide 3

Use the video, the points on the slide and these notes to get across to students the importance of Ali and especially the symbolic understanding of Ali (and Muhammad) in Alevism.

WHO IS ALI? 

COUSIN TO MOHAMMED AND THE ORIGINAL LEADER OF ALEVISM discuss briefly the qualities he represents – why are they important to Alevi? What difference might this make in a young person’s life?

Ali is respected for his courage, knowledge, belief, honesty, devotion to Islam, deep loyalty to Muhammad, equal treatment of all Muslims and generosity in forgiving defeated enemies.

Role-models for Alevi families. Who are your role models and why?

The Perfect Human Being.

 Although it is common to refer to Ali and Haji Bektash Veli or the other Alevi saints as manifestations of the perfect human being, the Perfect Human Being is also identified with our true identity as pure consciousness, hence the holy concept of human beings not having original sin, consciousness being pure and perfect. The human task is to fully realise this state while still in material human form.

The Perfect Human Being is also defined in practical terms, as one who is in full moral control of his or her hands, tongue and loins (eline diline beline sahip); treats all kinds of people equally (yetmiş iki millete aynı gözle bakar); and serves the interests of others. One who has achieved this kind of enlightenment is also called eren or munavver.

Slide 4

Again use the video and these notes to discuss Hünkar Bektas-i Veli...but try to be brief so the students can get on to the teachings

His spiritual doctrine is accepted as one of the earliest form of universal humanism symbolized with the unity of a gazelle with a lion. 

According to legend Hünkar Bektaş Veli came to Anatolia in the form of a dove there being no more inoffensive creature. The dove is a perfect image because Hünkar Bektaş Veli was a Perfect Man who came to Anatolia in the war, massacre, blood and tears of the 13th century as a source of peace and affection to nurture the souls of Anatolian people.
Hünkar Bektasi Veli Picture: With the gazelle on one side and the lion on the other, he dreamed of a world in which the wolf and lamb, the gazelle and the lion could live in peace together.

But he was not referring to the gazelle and lion of the external world, he meant the lion and gazelle within us. Personality and Existence, Body and Soul, A world in which the external male and female are reconciled. The road to world peace goes through internal peace, this is the essence of all ancient teachings.

THE IMPORTANT MESSAGE IS TO GET A BALANCE BETWEEN YOUR ANGER AND DESIRE (AS REPRESENTED BY THE LION) AND SATISFACTION WITH YOUR LIFE WITHOUT BEING GREEDY  (REPRESENTING THE GAZELLE) TO GAIN HARMONY IN THE MIND AND SOUL.

Slide 5

Activity linked to this on slide 6, but discuss very briefly why these are important in Alevism.

Do not initially say what they mean. This needs to come at first from the students.

Ask if there are any words they do not understand and define (eg some may not understand ‘burdensome’)

Slide 6

This needs to be well organised!

Number the sheets 1-8 and give the groups those numbers. Groups to share between 1-4 and 5-8, so that they just pass them round in an orderly way (1 -2; 2-3 etc) they do this till they have seen and contributed to the other 3 groups’ aphorisms.

They then end up with their original sheet back and can look at what is added.

This activity allows them to develop their thinking and consider the thoughts, ideas and questions from other people.

THE ACTIVITY CAN BE EXTENDED TO DESIGNING A PROMOTIONAL POSTER FOR THEIR APHORISM AND THIS CAN BE DONE ON COMPUTER AT HOME OR AS A SEPARATE LESSON IN AN IT ROOM, depending on time, creativity and interest!

Slide 7

DO NOT GO INTO TOO MUCH DETAIL HERE. MAYBE JUST MENTION PIR SULTAN BY NAME?

Picture top: Hünkar Bektaşi Veli

Picture Left to Right: 

Pir Sultan Abdal, 

Virani Baba, 

Yemini, 

Seyyid Nesimi, 

Shah Ismail Hatayi, 

Fuzuli, 

Kul Himmet



Slide 8

Use or remind them of some of the poems and hymns from the first lesson. ASK WHY POETRY IS SO POWERFUL and get them to think of lyrics that mean a lot to them. 

Slide 9

IF THERE IS NOT ENOUGH TIME, JUST DEVELOP THE IDEA USING THE HAIKU FROM THE FIRST SLIDE AND THE LAST BIT ABOUT ONE GOD, MANY PATHS

Ask students to consider how a river starts as underground springs hidden from view, then develop into brooks and streams till eventually coming together as a large, visible, rich and deep river that leads to the sea. As it winds its way, so it picks up sediment and both changes and is changed by the landscape.

So it is with the development of Alevism, which itself is a modern term of the last century or so. Many influences and cultures have contributed, but the thread of deep spirituality and humanity is a constant identity of belief and practice.

Slide 10

AGAIN, BRIF AND FACTUAL IF NOT ENOUGH TIME. DISCUSSION HERE NOT AS IMPORTANT AS APHORISMS AT THIS STAGE BUT MAY RETURN TO THIS LATER IN THE COURSE

Present this briefly as information. Started in Anatolia, but migrations, especially in 1980s (?) to Europe. We don’t need to focus too much on populations etc, but it might be helpful to inform students that there are substantial and important Alevi communities in Europe, especially Germany and the UK.

Ask for initial responses to the question in red, but state that this is something they will be learning over the next few weeks and is an important question to consider when looking at Alevi identity. We can then come back to this in the last lesson.
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Lesson 4. The Cem ceremony.pptx


 
We asked a small group of Alevi about the Cem ceremony to try to find out why it is an important part of their community and their life.



4 What is the significance of the Cem ceremony?







Hand out sheets ‘The Cem ceremony and why it is important in Alevism’ to groups of 3 or 4 students. Ask each group to identify one thing from each section that they think is most important, explaining why and try to get the class to ask questions about each other’s opinions.



Also hand out the sheets on the Cem ceremony.



They can use this for the rest of the lesson to take notes, highlight, underline etc as they learn more about what happens in a Cem ceremony, so that they link aspects of Cem to what the people have said. 



This will also help with the homework and preparing for the visit in two weeks.



1



What is the Cem Ceremony?	

The cem is the main ritual of Alevism and is the act of communal worship.

It is based on a sacred and secret gathering in which the prophet Muhammed met with Ali.

During the cem ceremony, there is saz music, spiritual songs (Nefes), ritual dances (Semah) and food is brought and shared (Lokma).

See the handout about the Cem ceremony to help you.









It is very important to emphasise the hidden mystery and symbolism of Cem. 



The main ceremony in Alevism is the Cem ceremony. It is a very important part of the community’s life. However, the real significance cannot be seen – it lies hidden in the symbols, rituals and hymns of the service. Today, we are going to find out what the meaning is and how the service helps the community.



The cem is the main ritual of Alevism and is the act of worshipping together..



It is based on a sacred and secret meeting between the prophet Muhammed and Ali, when the prophet Muhammed was returning from Mihrac ( a heavenly journey in which he meets Hakk - God).



During the cem ceremony, the “zakir” plays the Baglama- the saz and sings spiritual songs- Nefes, ritual dances are performed- Semah and food is brought and shared- lokma. Emphasise that all these have spiritual and moral importance and meaning.









2



Preparing for the Cem Ceremony: Dispute Resolution

The Cem starts with the consent of every attendee.

A Dede cannot lead the Cem without this consent.

Cems usually start with a Dispute Resolution.

	(If two or more attendees have an issue with each other and they wish to participate in the Cem then their dispute must be resolved before they can be allowed to stay in the Cem.)

Why do you think this happens?













Ask class why they think Alevi resolve disputes before they continue with the Cem ceremony. Get them to consider that If you are holding a grudge against someone or are involved in an argument with them, what will your mind be focused on? How will you and the other person be feeling? What should your mind be focused on during Cem?



Why might the start of a Cem ceremony be a good way of resolving disputes? Who else is there? What is the purpose and mood of the Cem ceremony and why might that help? Tell them that we will see this in a video clip.

3



The Cem ceremony in Turkey / Anatolia

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJZ9r1CO9WY

On the handout, write in the roles of the 12 servants of the cem ceremony named on the sheet.

Now briefly compare this with a Cem ceremony in London: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7BVCznaemA





Hand out the basic 12 Services sheets. As each service appears, pause the video and ask what they see going on and also what they think it might mean. Explain briefly so they can write this down.If possible, get them to ask questions. Try to get some of the deeper spiritual meanings and link to the sheet on what Alevi get from attending the Cem ceremony.



In showing the first video clip, try to explain the hidden meanings and make sure students understand. Emphasise that this is in Turkey. Show the video clip from the beginning to 3m 35s, and from 8m 48s to the end



You may need to stop the video to ask what is going on, explaining what it is and above all why it is important. 



The second brief clip is at the local Cemevi in Dalton. There may not be time for this.



The sheets should be stuck into their notebooks when there is time (maybe next lesson!!)
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12 servants of the Cem Ceremony

1.	Mürşid or Dede: This is the leader of the Cem. 

2.	Rehber "Guide“:

3.  Gözcü: S/he is the assistant to the Rehber. 

4.  Çerağcı: S/he is the light-keeper

5.  Zakir: Plays the bağlama,recites songs and prayers.

6.	Süpürgeci: Cleans the Cemevi hall. Also symbolises hidden Truth

7.	Meydancı: Keeps order within the community

8.	Niyazcı: Distributes the sacred meal.

9.	İbrikçi: Washs the hands of the attendees. Spiritual cleanliness

10.Kapıcı: Minds the Cem doors and houses of attendees.

11.Peyikçi: Calls the Cem.

12.Sakacı: Distributes sacred water.







This slide is just used to briefly go through the 12 services
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 Nefes (Songs)

Nefes have spiritual meanings and teach the participants important lessons. One song explains it like this:

"Learn from your mistakes and be knowledgeable,

    Don't look for faults in others,

    Look at 73 different people in the same way,

    God loves and created them all, so don't say             anything against them."

What is this song teaching you?





Emphasise the importance of the Nefes, both for music and for the poetry. The poetry carries important teachings and beliefs.

6



Semah (Ritual dances)

Semah is ritual dancing with turning and swirling to the bağlama or saz.  Here is an introduction to the importance of the Semah in the beliefs and practices of Alevism.









Hand out the sheet Semah and play the clip from the beginning to 3m 7s. Ask the students to note in their books how Semah expresses beliefs and what Alevi get from performing Semah.



Question the meanings of the passages used on the Semah sheet (eg “Rage and hatred vanish in the exalted Semah”

And “making your hand a mirror”. A mirror of what? Think back to the beliefs about Hakk.) etc



Semah is performed by men and women together, to the accompaniment of the bağlama. The dances symbolise (for example) the revolution of the planets around the Sun (by man and woman turning in circles), and losing one’s self and uniting with God.



This photo  is a year 9 class doing the semah.
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Lokma (Sharing food)

Lokma is a food offering that participants bring to the Cem Ceremony where it is shared equally with others at the end of the Cem.



What is the importance of sharing food?







Go through this briefly, stating how sharing food is important.



Lokma is a food offering that participants bring to the Cem Ceremony where it is shared equally with others at the end of the Cem.



8



The Truth

Cem ceremonies are held to reach the ultimate Truth by serving others.

The truth is one but ways to it are many

Alevis know this and accept all religions.











Ask the students:



Where do you think Alevis search for ‘Truth’? What makes you think this?



Where do you search for ‘Truth’? Why?



9



THE CEM CEREMONY

In your books and using the handouts and information you have learnt, write what you think are the three most important things about the Cem ceremony and explain why.



In two weeks you will be visiting a Cemevi. Your task there will be to describe what happens during the Cem ceremony and also explain what it means to the Alevi. Your homework between now and then is to devise questions to help you do this. You will collate (gather together) them as a class.





Students put the title ‘The importance of the Cem ceremony’ in their books and write their responses – at least one and no more than three. 



The more able need to think about their reasons and relate these to Alevi beliefs, not just to their own feelings.



10



image1.jpeg







image2.png







image3.png







image4.png







image5.png







image6.jpeg







image7.jpeg








image14.emf
Lesson 4 teacher  notes.docx


Lesson 4 teacher notes.docx
Lesson 4.	What is the significance of the Cem ceremony?



Most notes during the lesson can be written in rough on the sheets handed out, with only the last task written in their books. The sheets will need to be stuck in their books.



1.

Hand out sheets ‘The Cem ceremony and why it is important in Alevism’ to groups of 3 or 4 students. Ask each group to identify one thing from each section that they think is most important, explaining why and try to get the class to ask questions about each other’s opinions.

Also hand out the sheets on the Cem ceremony.

They can use this for the rest of the lesson to take notes, highlight, underline etc as they learn more about what happens in a Cem ceremony, so that they link aspects of Cem to what the people have said. 

This will also help with the homework and preparing for the visit in two weeks.

2.

It is very important to emphasise the hidden mystery and symbolism of Cem. 

The main ceremony in Alevism is the Cem ceremony. It is a very important part of the community’s life. However, the real significance cannot be seen – it lies hidden in the symbols, rituals and hymns of the service. Today, we are going to find out what the meaning is and how the service helps the community.

The cem is the main ritual of Alevism and is the act of worshipping together..

It is based on a sacred and secret meeting between the prophet Muhammed and Ali, when the prophet Muhammed was returning from Mihrac ( a heavenly journey in which he meets Hakk - God).

During the cem ceremony, the “zakir” plays the Baglama- the saz and sings spiritual songs- Nefes, ritual dances are performed- Semah and food is brought and shared- lokma. Emphasise that all these have spiritual and moral importance and meaning.

3.

Ask class why they think Alevi resolve disputes before they continue with the Cem ceremony. Get them to consider that If you are holding a grudge against someone or are involved in an argument with them, what will your mind be focused on? How will you and the other person be feeling? What should your mind be focused on during Cem?

Why might the start of a Cem ceremony be a good way of resolving disputes? Who else is there? What is the purpose and mood of the Cem ceremony and why might that help? Tell them that we will see this in a video clip.

4.

Hand out the basic 12 Services sheets. As each service appears, pause the video and ask what they see going on and also what they think it might mean. Explain briefly so they can write this down.If possible, get them to ask questions. Try to get some of the deeper spiritual meanings and link to the sheet on what Alevi get from attending the Cem ceremony.

In showing the first video clip, try to explain the hidden meanings and make sure students understand. Emphasise that this is in Turkey. Show the video clip from the beginning to 3m 35s, and from 8m 48s to the end

You may need to stop the video to ask what is going on, explaining what it is and above all why it is important. 

The second brief clip is at the local Cemevi in Dalton. There may not be time for this.

The sheets should be stuck into their notebooks when there is time (maybe next lesson!!)

5.

This slide is just used to briefly go through the 12 services

6.

Emphasise the importance of the Nefes, both for music and for the poetry. The poetry carries important teachings and beliefs.

7.

Hand out the sheet Semah and play the clip from the beginning to 3m 7s. Ask the students to note in their books how Semah expresses beliefs and what Alevi get from performing Semah.

Question the meanings of the passages used on the Semah sheet (eg “Rage and hatred vanish in the exalted Semah”

And “making your hand a mirror”. A mirror of what? Think back to the beliefs about Hakk.) etc

Semah is performed by men and women together, to the accompaniment of the bağlama. The dances symbolise (for example) the revolution of the planets around the Sun (by man and woman turning in circles), and losing one’s self and uniting with God.

This photo  is a year 9 class doing the semah.

8.

Go through this briefly, stating how sharing food is important.

Lokma is a food offering that participants bring to the Cem Ceremony where it is shared equally with others at the end of the Cem.

9.

Ask the students:

Where do you think Alevis search for ‘Truth’? What makes you think this?

Where do you search for ‘Truth’? Why?

10.

Students put the title ‘The importance of the Cem ceremony’ in their books and write their responses – at least one and no more than three. 

The more able need to think about their reasons and relate these to Alevi beliefs, not just to their own feelings.
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Lesson 5 Alevi values.pptx
Alevism 5 
How do Alevis stick to the challenging life of their values?

Alevi values and moral conduct





Brainstorm with students their ideas about how people should live together. What should we be like to each other? How should we behave? What should we do? What should we NOT do?



This can be done as a post-it exercise if you wish. Students have four post-its. On two they write how we should live or what we should be like (one on each post-it); on the other two they write what we should NOT do (one on each post-it)

They then stick these onto flip chart paper with all the positives on one (or more) sheets and the negatives on different sheets. Give them time to look at what others have said and allow any comments or questions.



Explain to them that the learning focus today is on what Alevism teaches about how people should live with others and that this, for many Alevis, is the most important aspect of Alevism.

1



Peace



“Peace outside can only be reached 

through peace within”

Haci Bektas Veli

This is the teaching of all saints:



“in order to achieve peace you must first conquer your own anger and the bad within yourself”

What does this mean? Do you agree? How can we do this?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZzC1SKER8U 





Read the above and briefly discuss what it means and what difference it might make if we all did this. Is it possible? Why/why not?



Then Play clip 02:42 to 04:00 (maybe play the whole clip as it helps explain how cem helps Alevis live through faith and ritual) focusing on 

the value of cem ceremony for sustaining Alevi values, principles and life; and

on becoming ‘turab’ (humble, modest) as model for Alevi treatment of others



Then Explain the following:



Learn from your mistakes and be knowledgeable.

Don't look for lacks/faults in others.

Respect 73 Nationals/different people in the same way.

For God Loved and created (everyone), thus don't say anything (hateful).



For Alevis, this means that we should all look at ourselves and make ourselves better people rather than focus on the faults of others.







2





The Four Gates (Kapi)







1 ‘Awareness’ of Hakk through law

(Seriat)

2 ‘Education’ in Hakk by learning to follow the Path (Tarikat)

3 ‘Living out’ Hakk through deeper understanding of the secret spiritual knowledge (Marifet)

4 ‘Reaching and becoming one with Hakk’ – the highest degree of life reached only by the few saints (Hakikat)





Emphasise that this is progression through a spiritual journey to become one with Hakk.



Explain how the first Gate is following the outward rules of the faith.



As the Alveis become more aware of the deeper, hidden meanings of the outward expressions of Alevism, so they become more mature in their own faith and life, leading a life that is closer and closer to Hakk, Truth.



Not everyone will achieve all four Gates and Alevis have different understandings of how this happens. Will all people achieve oneness with Hakk?



Education offers a good analogy. In primary schools, pupils learn first the basics and then in KS2 they develop deeper understanding. In secondary school students develop greater independence and how to learn for themselves. At college and university, students go much more deeply into their chosen area of learning. Finally, they learn throughout the rest of their lives how to find their true self.



In notebooks: Heading The Four Gates (Kapi) 

students copy the titles of each gate in four columns across the page. This will later be used to write out some of the duties for each.
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These are on the sheet and on leaves on the tree.

In pairs or small groups, take one leaf and discuss what is written on there. Use these questions to help.







First, hand out the sheet with the list of 40 duties/stations under the headings of the four gates. Ask the students to choose two from each gate that they think are the most important and to write these in the columns in their notebooks.



Then in pairs they take a leaf and discuss the value using the guidance on the next slide. They may need help understanding some of them.



DO NOT SPEND TOO LONG ON THIS as we need to allow time for the silent debate.

4



Discussion

Do you think it is religious or moral or about attitudes?

What do you think it means?

How might it affect the way we treat others…. ourselves…. the world?

What difference might it make if everyone lived by this?

What might life be like if no-one ever lived like this?

What makes it difficult always to live like this?

How might the Cem ceremony help Alevi to live the best life they can?









5



Silent debate

There are six sheets with different values on them.

Your job is to write your ideas, questions, explanations and responses down WITHOUT TALKING – JUST IN SILENCE.

Take your time to think and reflect.

You can respond to the value itself, explaining what you think it means, or asking a question or giving your ideas or responses. Draw a line from the value to your writing.

You can do the same to something that someone else has written. Remember to draw a line from that to your writing.

What are you learning as you do this?





NB: Have pre-prepared 6 ‘silent debate’ sheets. These are sheets of flip-chart paper each with one of the 40 stations, chosen according to their importance in Alevism and accessible to the students.



Place these sheets on desks around the room and give students the chance to move around and write their responses on them. Remind them to draw a line from whatever they are responding to, to their written response, so that the final sheet gives a good picture of people’s thinking.



You might want to take a photo of each sheet when they are finished and upload them  onto the RE Dept’s area on the schools web. Please also e-mail to me and the others!



At the end, give students the chance to respond verbally to the task. What did they think of it? Why was it silent? Did this help?

6



Alevism

“Alevism is thinner than hair and sharper than a sword”

Haci Bektasi Veli

What does this mean for Alevis?



Alevism is thinner than hair? 

	

Alevism is sharper than a sword?

 	





Explain to students that this means that Alevism is very demanding on people but that if everyone keeps to the challenging Alevi values then tolerance and justice will be victorious. Hair is thin, but very strong; the words and values of Alevism are more effective than the sharpest sword when combatting evil.



7



Homework

Prepare for the Cemevi visit. 





Think of questions you would want to ask the Alevis at the Cemevi.







It is important that students prepare for the visit to the Cemevi. This is a continuation from last lesson. The focus should be on trying to find out what Alevi believe and how the Cemevi as a place and cem as a ceremony help the Alveis in the UK to keep to their faith and culture.

8
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Lesson 5:  How do Alevis stick to the challenging life of their values?

Teacher notes

1 Brainstorm with students their ideas about how people should live together. What should we be like to each other? How should we behave? What should we do? What should we NOT do?

This can be done as a post-it exercise if you wish. Students have four post-its. On two they write how we should live or what we should be like (one on each post-it); on the other two they write what we should NOT do (one on each post-it)

They then stick these onto flip chart paper with all the positives on one (or more) sheets and the negatives on different sheets. Give them time to look at what others have said and allow any comments or questions.

Explain to them that the learning focus today is on what Alevism teaches about how people should live with others and that this, for many Alevis, is the most important aspect of Alevism.

2. Read the statement and briefly discuss what it means and what difference it might make if we all did this. Is it possible? Why/why not?

Then Play clip 02:42 to 04:00 (maybe play the whole clip as it helps explain how cem helps Alevis live through faith and ritual) focusing on 

a) the value of cem ceremony for sustaining Alevi values, principles and life; and

b) becoming ‘turab’ (humble, modest) as model for Alevi treatment of others

Then Explain the following:

Learn from your mistakes and be knowledgeable.

Don't look for lacks/faults in others.

Respect 73 Nationals/different people in the same way.

For God Loved and created (everyone), thus don't say anything (hateful).



For Alevis, this means that we should all look at ourselves and make ourselves better people rather than focus on the faults of others.

3. Emphasise that this is progression through a spiritual journey to become one with Hakk.

Explain how the first Gate is following the outward rules of the faith.

As the Alveis become more aware of the deeper, hidden meanings of the outward expressions of Alevism, so they become more mature in their own faith and life, leading a life that is closer and closer to Hakk, Truth.

Not everyone will achieve all four Gates and Alevis have different understandings of how this happens. Will all people achieve oneness with Hakk?

Education offers a good analogy. In primary schools, pupils learn first the basics and then in KS2 they develop deeper understanding. In secondary school students develop greater independence and how to learn for themselves. At college and university, students go much more deeply into their chosen area of learning. Finally, they learn throughout the rest of their lives how to find their true self.

In notebooks: Heading The Four Gates (Kapi) 

students copy the titles of each gate in four columns across the page. This will later be used to write out some of the duties for each.

4. First, hand out the sheet with the list of 40 duties/stations under the headings of the four gates. Ask the students to choose two from each gate that they think are the most important and to write these in the columns in their notebooks.

Then in pairs they take a leaf and discuss the value using the guidance on the next slide. They may need help understanding some of them.

DO NOT SPEND TOO LONG ON THIS as we need to allow time for the silent debate.

5. Silent dbate

NB: Have pre-prepared 6 ‘silent debate’ sheets. These are sheets of flip-chart paper each with one of the 40 stations, chosen according to their importance in Alevism and accessible to the students.

Place these sheets on desks around the room and give students the chance to move around and write their responses on them. Remind them to draw a line from whatever they are responding to, to their written response, so that the final sheet gives a good picture of people’s thinking.

You might want to take a photo of each sheet when they are finished and upload them onto the RE Dept’s area on the school’s web. Please also e-mail to me and the others!

At the end, give students the chance to respond verbally to the task. What did they think of it? Why was it silent? Did this help?

6. Explain to students that this means that Alevism is very demanding on people but that if everyone keeps to the challenging Alevi values then tolerance and justice will be victorious. Hair is thin, but very strong; the words and values of Alevism are more effective than the sharpest sword when combatting evil.

7. It is important that students prepare for the visit to the Cemevi. This is a continuation from last lesson. The focus should be on trying to find out what Alevis believe and how the Cemevi as a place and cem as a ceremony help the Alevis in the UK to keep to their faith and culture.
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Some Alevi Symbols

Pir Sultan Abdal 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-B_wO7dMf-nY/TpmmIq51yYI/AAAAAAAAAUI/d4VzDgwn45I/s1600/pirsultan.jpg](1547 – 1590)

reflects the social, cultural and religious life of Alevism. 

He was a humanist and wrote poems about resistance, love, peace and God. The picture is important for Alevis because it also represents saz which Alevi refer to as the ‘holy book with strings’.



[image: http://images.gittigidiyor.com/535/BAGLAMA-YAPRAK-MAUN-MAT-KISA-SAP-KILIF-TEL__5350663_0.jpg]

Baglama/Saz, 

is used in worship/Cem ceremonies.

Also known as the “holy book with strings”



[image: http://www.forumlord.net/attachments/4577d1353051720/asure-nasil-yapilir.jpg]



Holly Stone (Teslim Taşı)

Represents Hunkar Bektas-I Veli 

[image: http://www.naksibendihakkani.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/tarama000121-238x300.jpg]and 12 Imams 



Lokma (AŞURE ) (sacred meal in Alevism).





[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQvQQBuRuRp4d_kopp9NLjzEE50wRwRa4Sxrl-U7ea0xAM7P44pTF76Q_yC:sphotos.ak.fbcdn.net/hphotos-ak-sjc1/hs053.snc3/14119_10150169393785650_243718740649_12406352_6202409_n.jpg]





The Zulfikar/ Sword, 

represents St. Ali, justice and peace. 
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Traditional spiritual practice at a sacred site in Anatolia
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[image: ]Ali, the spirit of the universe and humanity
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Some Hymns, poems, sayings, etc to present to students.



‘Whirling, like the wing of a bird round the sun….turning from winter to summer, night to day, like the earth, the moon, the stars of the universe, putting Man at the centre’



‘Making your hand a mirror,

Loving, sharing, believing and refining,

Migrating to the internal, the unknown, 

Like a crane rising to the sky

Becoming the light in the dark

The light in the heart

Becoming a poem, a tune, a breath……

And spinning.’



‘Divine Love boils on in our hearts

Nightingales come joyfully

Flowers open in our breast

Ambition and hatred vanish in the exalted semah

Lions and gazelles are friends in out arms’



‘Learn from your mistakes and be knowledgeable

Don’t look for lacks in others

Look at 73 different peoples in the same way

God loved and created

Don’t say anything’



‘You know that our verses, our dance relate us our being, our identity and our essence’



Let the dance be pure, sins forgiven.’





‘Don’t feed your ego, kill it

Sacrifice your soul on God’e path

Rid yourself of jealousy and pride

Don’t carry it; what would you do with that load?’



‘A person who crosses the threshold of the Cem house symbolically steps into the spiritual world and leaves behind the world  and everything to do with the world, including gender.’



‘We have come to give our souls!’



‘This way is like a shirt of fire, food made of iron.

If you can wear it, eat it, then come!’



‘The Truth is one, but the ways to it are many.’



‘All of us, alive or lifeless are from one;

This ineffable Sultan.’



‘We studied the Qur’an carefully

We also read the book of living

Be knowledgeable and first know yourself

Or you will not understand our words’



‘Whatever you seek, look for it in yourself

Not in Jerusalem, Makkah or the Hajj.’



‘Hurt not, even if you are hurt

Forego the theft and lies of the tongue, the hands, the loins

Do not, as the devils, see only yourself

Serve the people, the guide, the lodge.’



Please add to this through your own research and share via the Britain Alevi Federation www.alevinet.org 
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Some basic beliefs of Alevism



God



· The Alevi word for God is ‘Hakk’ which means Truth. The Arabic word for The God is Allah. God (Allah) is Truth. Hakk is not a person, but more like a force or an energy. Think of ‘The Force be with you!’ ‘May Hakk be with you!’



· Everything in the universe is an expression of Hakk, just as a work of art is an expression of the artist. In this way, Alevi believe that the whole universe was ‘created’ by Hakk, but is not separate from it. Hakk is in the universe. The universe and Hakk are ‘one’.



Humanity



· There is something of God in all living creatures and most fully in humans, as true consciousness. This can be understood as awareness of Truth/God in self and others.

 

· Because of this, men and women are equal and all living creatures are sacred. Alevi people call each other ‘can’ (pronounced ‘jan’), meaning soul. This represents the belief that within all people is the spark of Hakk, the soul.



· Hakk (God) is made known in the universe (symbolised by Muhammad) and lived out by humanity (symbolised by Ali). So Alevi worship includes a symbolic use of the terms ‘Allah – Muhammad – Ali’. Some people believe this shows that Alevi beliefs are Muslim, but others say that this is just a symbolic way of expressing the basic beliefs, using Muslim terms as they lived in a Muslim area.



· So strong is the belief that all people contain the essence of Hakk, that one poet said ‘I am one with Hakk’. The founder saint of Bektashism, Haji Bektash Veli, from the 13th century explains this importance with his saying “My Kaabe (temple) is the human being”.



· God/Hakk is everywhere and can be worshipped anywhere. Hakk lives in the human heart. Therefore, Alevis do not fear Hakk but only bear love for Truth.



· The purpose of life is to become fully one with Hakk.



Other religions



· Alevis consider all religions and living philosophies to be different ways of reaching Hakk.



· This understanding puts reason, using our brains, thinking and questioning, above dogma (accepting Truth from someone else). As Hace Bektash Veli says, “the end of the path would be dark if the path is not science” and “The mind is the sultan (ruler) of the soul.”



· Alevis consider all nations as one regardless of ethnic, racial, gender and linguistic differences simply because each creature carries the same sacred essence of life.

· Humanism, egalitarianism, mutual assistance, and gender-equality are the main social characteristics commonly shared by Alevi communities. Their lodge-centered social organization is based on a kind of equal society based on agriculture.  



· A well-known saying in Alevism is: “everything except the cheek of a lover can be shared”, which explains this egalitarianism perfectly.



· As a result, resisting against injustice (expressed with the phrase “allegiance with the oppressed (mazlum)” and “standing against the tyrant (zalim)”) has become the main social attitude in Alevism. 



Code of Morality in Alevism:



In Alevism, morality is the main requirement of belief. A person, who cannot control his or her behaviour is not regarded as suitable to participate in Alevi rituals. This morality is simply explained with the motto: 



“Being the master of one’s hand, tongue, and loins,”



which requires Alevis not to behave immorally by using their hand (eg do not steal), their tongue (eg do not blaspheme), their loins (eg do not commit adultery).[footnoteRef:1] These rules summarize a strong moral system, which is described as “thinner than hair, sharper than sword.” Those who do not observe these basic moral principles are regarded as düşkün (the sinner), and are excommunicated from the community life with a strong social isolation (ie they are separated from the lodge). [1:  It is also interpreted as: be master of what you produce with your hands, namely, your labour; be master of your tongue eg to preserve your culture; be master of your loins eg be responsible for your children. ] 






Some see Alevism as a separate religion.



Some see Alevism as a spiritual path, ‘yol’, with influences going back into the dawn of time. 



Some people see Alevism as a sect within Islam.



Some see Alevism as a code for living, with no need for a personal ‘god’.



Some see it as a combination of these.
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Some of the most known aphorisms of Haci Bektas-i Veli are: 



· Seek and find. Do not hurt even if you are hurt yourself.



· Educate your women. Control your deeds, tongue (words), and desires. 



· Whatever you seek, look for it in yourself. The adept (skilful) are both pure and purifying. 



· The first step of a talent is modesty. A person's perfection lies in the beauty of what he says. 



· Condemn no nation or person. Do not impose on someone that which is too burdensome for him to bear. 



· The end of the road that does not pass through knowledge is darkness. How glad for those who shed light into the darkness of thought. 



· The mind is the sultan (ruler) of the soul.



· Remember that even your enemy is human. 



· (Prophets and saints are God’s gift to humanity)
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Remember that even your enemy is human. 











What questions might you ask about this statement?







Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 8
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The mind is the sultan (ruler) of the soul.











What questions might you ask about this statement?







Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 7
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The end of the road that does not pass through knowledge is darkness. How glad for those who shed light into the darkness of thought







What questions might you ask about this statement?







Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 6
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		RE  : At  Home in the Alevi Community                                 


Year group:  Yr1 & Yr2                Term: Autumn 2nd half

		Learning About Religion


AT1

		Learning from Religion


AT2



		Aims/Description:


To introduce ‘Alevism’ – key beliefs, way of life


To understand what we can from Alevism in our own lives.




		Beliefs and teachings


(What people believe)


Practices and Lifestyles


(What people do)


Expression and Language


(How people express themselves)

		Identity and Experience


(Making sense of who we are)


Meaning and Purpose


(Making sense of life)


Values and Commitments


(Making sense of right and wrong)



		Cross curricular links: Music, PSHE, History, Art, Dance

Make class book ‘At Home in the Alevi Community’ to show photos, work, key features of learning across the 6 weeks. 

		

		



		

		Week 1

		Week 2

		Week 3

		Week 4

		Week5

		Week 6



		Learning Objective:


Activity:


Resources inc ICT:


Inclusion:


Risk assessment:

		To know and understand what ‘Alevism’ is. 


Share with the pupils the ‘rules’ of the Alevi community.  Discuss with the children how this links with our ‘golden rules’ at school. (similarities/differences)?


Alevi Values:- Show pictures of hand, tongue, body share the values:


Don’t steal, Don’t say anything bad, Do be respectful, Do keep your hands and feet to yourself. Pupils to write keywords, draw pictures/sort pictures around enlarged pictures of hand, tongue, body to illustrate ‘Alevi Values’.


Alevism booklet ‘code of morality p2. Pictures of hand, tongue, body for children to annotate ideas around.



		To understand how Alevism is expressed through music.

Listen to Sax music, how does it make you feel? Draw pictures/symbols as you listen. Read some ‘Saz music poetry’ to the children eg 4 line extract from Emre ‘if you break someone’s heart’ (Yr1 - show picture of Emre, explain who he is) (see Alevi booklet p6) How do these poems express ideas and feelings? – if you hurt somebody physically or emotionally, the prayer you perform is no good.

Yr2 – share and explain the lines ‘none of the nations of the world can wash the dirt off your hands and face’.  See p5 of Alevi booklet.  Discuss the idea that you must look inside yourself to make the right choice, not go on a special journey eg pilgrimage to find the answers. Show pic of ‘Bektash Veli’.

Discuss & develop the idea that ‘actions speak louder than words’. 

Show clip of Saz playing/Zeki & chn play live Saz in class. 



		To understand what a ‘Cem’ ceremony is and how people prepare for the  ceremony.

How do people prepare for a ‘special occasion’? eg special clothes, special food, show the pupils a video clip of a ‘Cem ceremony’  - pause at different moments of the video & identify key features of the ceremony. Eg standing on one toe. Sharing of food

artefacts, clothes, video clip of ‘Cem ceremony’

		To understand how the ‘Cem’ ceremony can help us to resolve problems/conflict.


Act out the ‘Cem ceremony’ as a class. As a ‘circle time’, discuss how the ceremony can help us to resolve conflicts. (role play scenarios) eg when somebody has upset us in the playground or when something that belongs to us has gone missing. 


Video/take photos acting out of the ‘Cem cermony’

		To understand what a ‘Cem’ ceremony is and how people prepare for the  ceremony.


Discuss with the children the role of headteacher, caretaker etc in school. Move onto showing video clip/photos of the ‘Cem ceremony’, identify key roles of the 12 volunteers.  eg Dede, lightkeeper, (see list) 




		To understand the ‘Cem’ ceremony as a celebration of Alevi values and the Alevi community

Explain what ‘Hak’  is. Make Noah’s pudding (sweet soup made from leftovers) as an expression of Hak. Share the prayer of thanksgiving after the meal.

Chn can bring in a piece of fruit to share as part of a class ‘fruit salad’. Chn to have a go at writing a prayer, words of thanksgiving. 








		Assessment and evaluation:    At the end of this unit, most children will:



		AA


Some children will have progressed further and will:

		A

		BA


Some children will not have made so much progress and will:
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Condemn no nation or person. Do not impose on one that which is too burdensome to bear.







What questions might you ask about this statement?







Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 5
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What questions might you ask about this statement?







The first step of talent is modesty. A person’s perfection lies in the beauty of what he says.







Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 4
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What questions might you ask about this statement?







Whatever you seek, look for it in yourself. The adept are both pure and purifying







Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 3
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Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out in peoples’ lives?







Educate your women. Control your deeds, tongue and desires







What questions might you ask about this statement?







What do you think this means?







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 2
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Can you think of examples to show how this can be lived out?







What questions might you ask about this statement?







What do you think this means?







Seek and find. Do not hurt even if you are hurt yourself







Sayings of Haci Bectas-I Veli (1281-1338) - 1
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Semah

Semahs can be described as a set of mystical and aesthetic body movements in rhythmic harmony. They constitute one of the twelve main services found in ''Cem'' rituals, religious practices performed by the Alevi.  Semahs are performed by ''semahçıs'' (Semah dancers), accompanied by devout musicians playing the ''saz'', the long-necked lute. 

There are different forms of Semah, each with distinct musical characteristics and rhythmic structures. The ritual is performed by both men and women, side by side. 

Semah rituals are based on the concept of unity with God as part of a natural cycle: people come from God and return to God. 

Semahs are the most crucial means for the transmission of the Alevi-Bektaşi tradition. The different traditions are passed on orally, from generation to generation.



“Whirling on the wing of a bird around the sun
or with the clouds
Turning from winter to summer
from night to day
just like the earth, the moon and the stars in the universe,
putting Man at the centre.
Making your hand a mirror.
Loving, sharing, believing, and refining.
Migrating to the Eternal and Unknown
like a crane rising to the sky,
becoming the light in the dark,
the light in the heart.
Becoming a poem, a tune, abreath……
and spinning.”



“Rage and hatred vanish in the exalted Semah”
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THE CEM CEREMONY



The Cem Evi is the place for Alevis to come together and worship. This ceremony is called Cem. Everyone sits facing each other. The Cem is led by a Pir, Mursit, Baba, Dede, or Ana. The person proposed to lead the Cem

needs to receive consent from those attending and then the area for the Cem is declared open. The Cem is the place for Alevis to share their contributions, happiness, sadness, worship and equality. Everyone is seen as equal in the Cem. Those offended and upset with each other will be reunited and injustices will be resolved. Candles will be lit, and using the holy book with strings, which is another name used to describe the bağlama, the prayers, hymns, sayings, poems and laments will be performed. Semahs will be danced and the oppressed will be remembered.

The 12 services will be preformed.





THE 12 SERVICES OF A CEM CEREMONY

Pir (Dede/Ana) Guide Zakir

The Observer Door Keeper Sweeper

Jug Server Candle Lighter Fleece Keeper

Semah Performers Water Server  Food Server



The order in which the services are performed at Cem may differ between different regions.





CEM AND THE CEMEVI

The Cemevi is the place where Alevis meet and perform their worship.

In today’s world most Cemevis are also used as education centres.

Everyone attending the Cem ceremony will bring a donation of food with them. When attending a Cemevi more attention than usual is given to personal cleanliness and conduct and any behaviour that is against the rules of the Cem is to be avoided.



Everyone will salute the doorway when entering the Cemevi.

This greeting lets people leave their egos, ambitions and daily worries behind them and outside the Cemevi. Shoes will be taken off when entering. If possible everyone will sit in a circle facing each other.

Women, men, children, and young people... everyone will sit together.

Everybody is equal in the Cem. Before the Cem ceremony begins, the Zakir will sing two poems and one Duvaz, this is called tying the bouquet.



PIR (DEDE /ANA / BABA)

A Pir is an expert in the Alevi belief and culture and lives his life accordingly.

Traditionally Pirs have served the Alevi path all their lives and as a result received the right to lead the Cem ceremony. Dedes and Anas come from a Pir background and are brought up according to the Alevi way. At the start of the Cem the Guide invites the Pir into the centre of the Cem. The Pir first greets the Guide and everyone at the Cem, then he asks for consent from everyone in order to lead the Cem ceremony.



THE GUIDE

The Guide sits beside the Pir and helps him. The Guide has vast knowledge of Alevi values and the Path and applies them. The guide helps to maintain the communication between the Pir and everyone in the Cem. 

ZAKIR

The Zakir plays the bağlama and sits next to the Dede. On the prompt of the Dede, the Zakir summons the 12 services to the Cem with his words and music. These hymns convey nice feelings and thoughts. In the Hymns the names of Hakk, Muhammed and Ali are mentioned. The Duvaz or Duvaz-i Imam will mention the 12 imams’ names. Semah songs have rhythmic melodies. Mersiyes are the mournful songs or laments that are sang for Imam Huseyin.





DOOR KEEPER

The Door Keeper seals the door during the Cem ceremony and will not open the door until the end of the Cem. The Door Keeper is responsible for the security of the Cem.



THE OBSERVER

The Cem Keeper maintains order in the Cem. Through the Guide, the Cem Keeper passes on the requests of the people to the Pir. The Cem Keeper helps everyone to perform their services. The Cem Keeper holds a long stick. The stick is used only as a symbol and has a rose attached to the end of it.



SWEEPER

The Sweeper’s duty is to symbolically clean and purify the Cem area. One or three people can perform this service. When there are three of them, all three will be women. When it is one person, it can be

either a woman or a man. The Sweeper service can be performed several times during the Cem.



JUG KEEPER

The İbrik service represents physical purification. It is usually performed by two people, one woman and one man. Hands are washed symbolically.

 

LIGHT KEEPER

Following the cleaning of the place and the symbolic washing of hands, the Pir will unite everyone through enlightening their hearts and minds. The candles will be lit. Symbolically there are three candles. They represent the light of Hakk.



FLEECE KEEPER

The fleece represents the presence of Hace Bektaş Veli. The person who stands on the fleece will perform the İkrar, Görgü and Dar services. After the arrival of the fleece the worshiping part of the Cem will begin.



SEMAH  PERFORMERS

Semah is one of the most important parts of the Cem. Women and men perform the Semah together. The Semah will begin with the last part of the Mihraclama.

Everyone wishing to take part can join the Semah.





WATER  SERVER

Following the Semah, the Pir reminds everyone of Kerbela, Imam Huseyin and all the innocent victims. Before the Saka water is distributed the Zakir performs one or three more Mersiyes (laments). Saka water is distributed to remember those left without water at Kerbela. Everyone takes a sip from

the Saka water. If the Cem is attended by many people the Saka water will be sprinkled on them. 

FOOD SERVER

All contributions received from the people will be put together and at the end of the Cem will be shared between everyone equally.

The food can be distributed during or after the Cem ceremony.

With this service all services are completed.



The candles will be put out. The fleece is taken away.

The 12 servers will come to the centre one more time, and will receive approval from the Pir.

The doors will be opened.



The Cem ceremony is a ritual which cleanses the minds and unites the human, nature and the universe.



May Hakk accept our worship.
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The Cem ceremony and why it is important in Alevism

We asked a small group of Alevi about the Cem ceremony to try to find out why it is an important part of their community and their life.



1. What do you do at the Cem ceremony?



We sing and dance together (semah).

We learn Alevi values and traditions and customs from the past.

We make sure that everything is about justice, by sharing food and respecting each other.

Responsibility for Cem is shared around. Anyone can be one of the 12 Servants.

We listen to the Dede



In Cem, we remove our shoes, sit, dance, listen, sing, eat a communal meal (lokma), share, love, learn, teach, rest and make an inner journey.



At Cem, we follow ritual practice, including music, hymns/poems and dance (Semah). 



It starts with everyone giving their consent to allow the Dede to lead the Cem. Then any disputes are resolved before the ceremony can begin. 



The ceremony is conducted through 12 Servants (hizmetler) who perform particular tasks that help us to worship as a community. This helps s to follow the guidelines for a successful Cem ceremony



But what we really do is reach that inner peace and question ourselves in order to become Insan Kamil (the perfect person)



During the service and through the rituals, we surrender our soul so that we become selfless, so that as a community we become as one.



2. What do you get from the Cem ceremony?

		Equality

		food

		love

		peace



		Music

		dance

		poems

		friendship



		brotherhood

		Drama

		respect

		sharing







We get a sense of spiritual power, relaxation and growth. 



We get stronger spiritually and leave with self-confidence



Emotionally we get a sense of contentment, peace and tranquility.



Socially, we gain a sense of equality, recognition and sharing.



Spiritually we gain a sense of unity and blessing.



I get time to reflect on me and my life.



It is a chance to reach inner peace.



It helps me practise the spiritual side of my belief.



3. Why is the Cem ceremony important to you and others?



It is full of spiritual interpretation and significance. 



By surrendering yourself through prayer, ritual, music and dance you become selfless – you lose yourself in the ritual and become one energy or life-force.  



You realise that you are one with Hakk (God). 



The whole community is as one 



We make promises to live better lives and commit to a sense of brotherhood.



It is like every soul gets rid of their problems and we become one soul.



Listening to the ‘deyisler’ (hymns), I try to understand the true meaning behind the words and how I can use the teaching in my own life.



As Zakir sings the hymns, I make a journey to another level and start dancing semah, getting rid of all my wrong feelings and refreshing or revitalising my mind and memory.



Through Cem, we learn about our faith.
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The Four Gates.docx


The Four Gates (Kapi)



Stations of Sharia (Seriat) Gate:
1. To believe,
2. To educate oneself,
3. To worship,
4. To refrain from anything bad,
5. To be useful to your family,
6. To not to harm surroundings and society,
7. To follow the commands of the our route leader,
8. To be kind,
9. To be clean (hygienic),
10. To refrain from anything damaging.



Stations of Taiqa (Tarikat) Gate :
1. To repent,
2. Listen to advise of the mentor,
3. Dress clean, 
4. Fight in the route of goodness,
5. Love to serve human beings,
6. Refrain from injustice,
7. Never loose hope,
8. Learn your lessons, 
9. Be generous, and sharing.
10. Be modest.



















Stations of Talent (Marifet) Gate:
1. Be in control of your hand-loins-tongue (manners),
2. Being away from selfishness, resentment and hatred,

3. Abstemiousness

4. Patience and appreciative,
5. Embarrassment, 
6. Be Generous,
7. Have Scientific knowledge,
8. Being tolerant,
9. Knowing oneself,
10. Being mature.



Stations of Reality (Hakikat) Gate:
1. Being modest,
2. Ignoring the mistakes of others,
3. Not to refrain from any goodness you are able to perform,
4. Love everything God has created,
5. Not to discriminate people.

6. Promoting unity,
7. Not to hide the truth,
8. To understand the meanings,
9. To learn the secret,

10. To reach for the God. 
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40 duties.docx
		Stations of Sharia (Seriat) Gate

		Tarikat Gate – follow the Path (Yol)

		Stations of Talent (Marifet) Gate – spiritual knowledge

		Stations of Reality (Hakikat) Gate become one with Hakk



		1. To believe

		1. To repent of your wrong-doing

		1. Your hand-loins-tongue – behave appropriately 

		1. Be modest



		2. To educate oneself

		2. Listen to the advice of the mentor

		2. Refrain from selfishness, resentment and hatred

		2. Ignore the mistakes of others



		3. To worship

		3. Dress cleanly

		3. Abstemiousness (moderation in all things)

		3. Do not refrain from any goodness you are able to perform



		4. To refrain from anything bad

		4. Struggle for the cause of goodness

		4. Patience and appreciation

		4. Love everything God has created



		5. To be useful to your family

		5. Love to serve humanity

		5. Avoid embarrassment

		5. Do not discriminate against people



		6. Not to harm surroundings and society

		6. Refrain from injustice

		6. Be Generous

		6. Promote unity



		7. To follow the commands of the our path leader

		7. Never lose hope

		7. Have Scientific knowledge

		7. Do not hide the truth



		8. To be kind

		8. Learn your lessons (from your mistakes)

		8. Being tolerant

		8. Understand the meanings



		9. To be hygienic

		9. Be generous, and sharing

		9. Knowing oneself

		9. Learn the secret



		10. To refrain from anything damaging

		10. Be modest

		10. Being mature

		10. Reach for God/Hakk








Alevi values worksheet.docx


I can begin to understand what Alevism is.

Can you list the Alevi values?

		Hand
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		Tongue



[image: C:\Users\AlimS\Desktop\imagesA50AAV9K.jpg]

		Body
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Music.docx
Thursday 12th November 2015

I can understand how Alevism is expressed through music. 

Can you draw a picture of how the music you’ve just listened to made you feel?

		Beginning

		Middle

		End



		















		

		







What musical instrument did you listen to? 


